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Former Rep. Gabrielle Giffords of Arizona, who survived an assassination attempt in 2011, speaks at a hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee on Capitol 
Hill, with her husband, Mark Kelly, in Washington, Jan. 30, 2013. 

(Doug Mills/ The New York Times ) 


Giffords pleads case ; NRA hits back hard 


ALAN FRAM 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

former U.S. congresswom¬ 
an who was shot in the 
head in a 2011 mass shoot¬ 
ing begged lawmakers 
at an emotional hearing 
Wednesday to act quickly 


to curb firearms because 
“Americans are count¬ 
ing on you.” Not everyone 
agreed, underscoring the 
national political divide 
over gun control. 

Giffords' 80-word plea 
was the day’s most rivet¬ 
ing moment, delivered in 


a hushed, halting voice 
two years after the Ari¬ 
zona Democrat suffered 
head wounds in a Tucson 
shooting spree that killed 
six people. The session also 
came two months after 20 
first-graders and six women 
were slain by a gunman 


who invaded Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in New¬ 
town, Connecticut. 

At the same hearing, a 
top official of the National 
Rifle Association, rejected 
Democratic proposals to 
ban assault weapons and 
high-capacity ammunition 


magazines and said requir¬ 
ing background checks for 
all gun purchases would 
be ineffective because the 
Obama administration isn’t 
doing enough to enforce 
the law as it is. 

Continued on Page 4 
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Teen performer at Obama inaugural events shot dead 


DON BABWIN 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — A 

15-year-old girl who had 
performed in President 
Barack Obama’s inau¬ 
guration festivities is the 
latest face on the ever- 
increasing homicide toll in 
the president's hometown, 
killed in a Chicago park 
as she talked with friends 
by a gunman who appar¬ 
ently was not even aiming 
at her. Chicago police said 
Hadiya Pendleton, who 
performed in a marching 
band at this month's in¬ 
auguration, was in a park 
about a mile (2 kilometers) 
from Obama’s home in a 
South Side neighborhood 
Tuesday afternoon when 
a man opened fire on the 
group. Hadiya was shot in 
the back as she tried to es¬ 
cape. 

The city’s 42nd slaying is 
part of Chicago’s bloodi¬ 
est January in more than 
a decade, following on 
the heels of 2012, which 
ended with more than 500 
homicides for the first time 
since 2008. It also comes 
at a time when Obama, 
spurred by the Connecti¬ 


cut elementary school 
massacre in December, is 
actively pushing for tough¬ 
er gun laws, though he 
faces ardent opposition 
from the National Rifle As¬ 
sociation and its allies in 
Congress. 


where his daughter died. 
“He took the light of my 
life,” Pendleton said. He 
then spoke directly to the 
killer: “Look at yourself, 
just know that you took 
a bright person, an inno¬ 
cent person, a nonviolent 


Hadiya was a bright kid 
who was killed just as she 
was “wondering about 
which lofty goal she want¬ 
ed to achieve,” her god¬ 
father, Damon Stewart, 
told The Associated Press. 
Hadiya had been a major¬ 
ette with the King College 
Prep band.White House 
press secretary Jay Carney 
said Wednesday that the 
president and the first la¬ 
dy’s “thoughts and prayers 
are with” the teen’s family, 
adding: “And as the presi¬ 
dent has said, we will never 
be able to eradicate every 
act of evil in this country, 
but if we can save any 
one child’s life, we have 
an obligation to try when 
it comes to the scourge of 
gun violence.” 

In Chicago, gangs routine¬ 
ly and often indiscriminate¬ 
ly open fire. Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel and McCarthy 
are pushing for tougher lo¬ 
cal, state and national gun 
laws and longer prison sen¬ 
tences for offenders. 

About three blocks from 
Hadiya’s school, she and a 
group of 10-12 young peo¬ 
ple, including members of 
her volleyball team, had 


taken refuge under a can¬ 
opy at a park to avoid the 
rain Tuesday afternoon. A 
man climbed a fence be¬ 
hind the park, ran at the 
group and started shoot¬ 
ing, and then jumped back 
over the fence and into 
a white Nissan. The group 
scattered, but Hadiya was 
shot once in the back and 
a teenage boy was shot in 
the leg. Police said Hadiya 
had no arrest record and 
there was no indication 
she was a member of a 
gang or was the gunman’s 
target. In fact, McCarthy 
said there are no indica¬ 
tions that anyone in the 
group was gang-affiliated. 
He said the police suspect 
that the gunman may be 
a member of a gang that 
considers the park its turf 
and that he mistook some¬ 
body in the group as some¬ 
one from an encroaching 
rival gang. 

McCarthy vowed to put a 
police officer at the park 
“24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, 365 days a 
year” if that is what it takes 
to show the gang that the 
park belongs to no one but 
the community.Q 



Chicago Police Superintendent Garry McCarthy, right, offers 
the city’s condolences to the Pendelton family, from left, 
Nathaniel Jr., Nathaniel Sr., and Cleopatra during a news 
conference seeking help from the public in solving the murder 
of Pendelton's daughter Hadiya Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2013, in 
Chicago. Hadiya, 15, who had performed in President Barack 
Obama’s inauguration festivities, was killed in a Chicago park 
as she talked with friends by a gunman who apparently was not 
even aiming at her. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast) 


Hadiya's father, Nathaniel 
Pendleton, spoke Wednes¬ 
day at a Chicago police 
news conference, which 
was held in the same park 


person.” Chicago Police 
Superintendent Garry Mc¬ 
Carthy consoled him, the 
girl's mother and 10-year- 
old brother. 


Opposition in Egypt urges new unity government 


KAREEM FAHIM 
NICHOLAS KULISH 
© 2013 New York Times 

CAIRO - Facing dire warn¬ 
ings from the military about 
the country’s growing cha¬ 
os, Egyptian opposition 
leaders on Wednesday 
banded together for the 
first time and pressed Presi¬ 
dent Mohammed Morsi to 
form a national unity gov¬ 
ernment as a way to halt 
the violence that has led 
to dozens of deaths over 
the past week. 

But even as secular and 
Islamist groups crossed an 
ideological divide to try 
to find a way out of the 
spiraling violence, Morsi 
rejected the idea during 
a visit to Germany, where 
he said a new government 
would only be formed after 
parliamentary elections in 
April. 

“In Egypt there is a stable 
government working day 
and night in the interest of 
all Egyptians,” Morsi said 


after meeting with Chan¬ 
cellor Angela Merkel in Ber¬ 
lin. 

Still, the gambit by the op¬ 


position offered the first 
indication that political 
forces were searching for 
common ground and a 


way out of the chaos. 
Egypt's largest secular¬ 
leaning opposition block, 
the National Salvation 


Front, joined a hard-line 
Islamist group, the Nour 
party, which had been al¬ 
lied with the president and 
his movement, the Muslim 
Brotherhood, in calling for 
a new government. 

The political maneuvers 
in Cairo came a day af¬ 
ter Egypt’s defense chief 
warned of “the collapse of 
the state” if the country's 
quarreling political forc¬ 
es did not reconcile. The 
statement, by Gen. 

Abdul Fattah al-Sisi, who is 
also the army chief of staff 
and minister of defense, 
was a stark reminder of 
Morsi’s weakened author¬ 
ity after days of protests 
led him to declare a state 
of emergency in three cit¬ 
ies along the Suez Canal 
when the police lost con¬ 
trol. 

Egyptians have reacted 
with growing frustration to 
the political feuding in Cai¬ 
ro and the deteriorating 
economy. □ 



A protester is beaten by riot police officers during clashes in Cairo, Jan. 30, 2013. A prominent 
opposition leader called on President Mohammed Morsi of Egypt to hold a national dialogue one 
day after the nation’s top general warned that Egypt was in danger of collapse. 

(Tara Todras-Whitehill/The New York Times) 
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1 dead in Arizona office shooting, suspect on loose 


JACQUES BILLEAUD 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — Police 
searched Wednesday for 
a 70-year-old man sus¬ 
pected in an office shoot¬ 
ing that left one dead and 
two wounded in Arizona’s 
largest city, saying he is 
“armed and dangerous.” 
As police searched for the 
shooter, SWAT teams and 
two armored vehicles sur¬ 
rounded his house about 
7 miles (11 kilometers) 
from the shooting scene 
in Phoenix. Police served 
a search warrant to enter 
the home. 

For a time, officers, believ¬ 
ing the shooter was inside, 
used a megaphone to ask 
him to surrender. 

The gunfire at the office 
complex prompted ter¬ 
rified workers to lock the 
doors to their offices and 
hide far from the windows. 
SWAT officers searched the 
building. 

America’s latest public 
shooting came on the 
same day Congress took 
up the issue of gun con¬ 
trol for the first time since 
the Connecticut school 
shooting in December left 
20 young children dead 
and changed the national 
conversation on guns. 
Former Arizona Rep. Ga- 
brielle Giffords, who was 
shot in the head during a 
2011 shooting rampage in 
Tucson that left 6 people 
dead, appeared in Wash¬ 
ington to testify in favor of 
stricter gun controls. 

Police identified the sus¬ 
pect in the Phoenix of¬ 
fice shooting as Arthur D. 
Harmon. They identified a 
man who died hours after 
the Wednesday morning 
shooting as 48-year-old 
Steve Singer. He’s the CEO 
of Fusion Contract Centers 
Inc. 

Police say a 43-year-old 
man was listed in critical 
condition along with a 
32-year-old woman. 

Police didn’t release the 
names of the wounded, 
but a Phoenix law firm, Os¬ 
born Maledon, said one of 
its lawyers, Mark Hummels, 
was among the wounded. 
The firm said he “was rep¬ 
resenting a client in a me¬ 
diation” when he was shot. 
Around 10:30 a.m., the 


gunman arrived at the of¬ 
fice building and got into 
a dispute with someone, a 
conflict that escalated to 
the point where he drew a 


gun and shot three people, 
police Sgt. Tommy Thomp¬ 
son said. “Everyone was 
just scared, honestly, just 
scared,” said Navika Sood, 


assistant director of nursing 
at First at Home Health Ser¬ 
vices who along with her 
co-workers locked the en¬ 
trances to their office. 


Members of the Phoenix Police Department SWAT team prepare to enter the home of a suspected 
gunman who opened fire at a Phoenix office building, wounding three people, one of them 
critically, and setting off a manhunt that led police to surround his house for several hours before 
they discovered he wasn’t there, Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2013, in Phoenix. 

(AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin) 


Sood said police evacu¬ 
ated the office about 30 
minutes after she first heard 
the popping noises. 
Vannessa Brogan, who 
works in sales support at an 
insurance business in the 
three-story complex, said 
she heard a loud bang 
that she thought at first was 
from somebody working in 
or near the building. 

She said others at the busi¬ 
ness thought they heard 
multiple loud noises. She 
said people locked them¬ 
selves in offices until au¬ 
thorities evacuated the 
complex that houses in¬ 
surance, medical and law 
offices. Becky Neher, who 
works for a title company 
in the building, said the 
two gunshots she heard 
sounded like two pieces 
of metal banging against 
each other. □ 



Standoff underway at Press Time: 

Gunman kills driver, takes boy hostage 


PHILLIP RAWLS 
Associated Press 

MIDLAND CITY, Alabama (AP) — A gunman holed up in a 
bunker with a 6-year-old hostage kept law officers at bay 
Wednesday in an all-night, all-day standoff that began 
when he killed a school bus driver and dragged the boy 



Police SWAT teams and hostage negotiators are gathered at 
standoff and hostage scene in Dale County near Midland City, 
Ala. on Wednesday Jan. 30, 2013. (AP Photo/Mickey Welsh) 


away, authorities said. 
SWAT teams took up posi¬ 
tions around the gunman’s 
rural property and police 
negotiators tried to win the 
kindergartener's safe re¬ 
lease. 

Sheriff Wally Olsen said in 
a brief statement Wednes¬ 
day evening that nego¬ 
tiators continued talking 
to the suspect and “at this 
time we have no reason to 
believe that the child has 
been harmed." 

The gunman, identified by 
neighbors as Jimmy Lee 
Dykes, a 65-year-old retired 
truck driver, was known 
around the neighborhood 
as a menacing figure who 
once beat a dog to death 
with a lead pipe, threat¬ 
ened to shoot children for 
setting foot on his property 
and patrolled his yard at 
night with a flashlight and 
a shotgun. 

He had been scheduled to 
appear in court Wednes¬ 
day morning to answer 
charges he shot at his 
neighbors in a dispute last 
month over a speed bump. 
The standoff along a red 
dirt road began on Tuesday 
afternoon, after a gunman 
boarded a stopped school 
bus filled with children in 


the town of Midland City, 
population 2,300. 

The sheriff said the man 
shot the bus driver when 
he refused to hand over a 
6-year-old child. The gun¬ 
man then took the boy 
away. 

“As far as we know there 
is no relation at all. He just 
wanted a child for a hos¬ 
tage situation,” said Mi¬ 
chael Senn, a pastor who 
helped comfort the trau¬ 
matized children after the 
attack. 

Authorities gave no details 
on the standoff, and it was 
unclear if Dykes made any 
demands from his under¬ 
ground bunker, which re¬ 
sembled a tornado shelter. 
About 50 vehicles from 
federal, state and local 
agencies were clustered 
at the end of a dirt road 
near where Dykes lived in 
a small travel trailer. Near¬ 
by homes were evacuat¬ 
ed after authorities found 
what was believed to be a 
bomb on his property. 
State Rep. Steve Clouse, 
who met with authorities 
and visited the boy’s fam¬ 
ily, said the bunker had 
food and electricity, and 
the youngster was watch¬ 
ing TVO 
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Giffords pleads case; NRA hits back hard 


? 



Wayne La Pierre, the head of the National Rifle Association, 
speaks during a hearing of the Senate Judiciary Committee, on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, Jan. 30, 2013. 

(Doug Mills/ The New York Times ) 


Continued from front 

Even if stronger back¬ 
ground checks did identify 
a criminal, “as long as you 
let him go, 

you’re not keeping him 
from getting a gun and 
you're not preventing him 
from getting to the next 
crime scene,” said Wayne 
LaPierre, the NRA's execu¬ 


tive vice president. He said 
poor enforcement is “a na¬ 
tional disgrace." 

Giffords, who retired from 
Congress last year, fo¬ 
cused during her brief ap¬ 
pearance on the carnage 
from armed assailants. 

“Too many children are dy¬ 
ing," she said at the Senate 
Judiciary Committee hear¬ 
ing. “Too many children. 


We must do something. 

It will be hard, but the time 
is now.” 

Guiding her in and remain¬ 
ing to testify was Mark 
Kelly, the retired astronaut 
who is Giffords’ husband. 
The couple, who both 
owns guns, has formed a 
political action commit¬ 
tee called Americans for 
Responsible Solutions that 


backs lawmakers who sup¬ 
port gun restrictions. 

“We're simply two reason¬ 
able Americans who re¬ 
alize we have a problem 
with gun violence and we 
need Congress to act,” 
Kelly said. 

Wednesday’s session 
played out in a hearing 
room packed to capacity. 
While both sides appealed 
to their followers before¬ 
hand to arrive early and fill 
the room, most in the pub¬ 
lic audience of around 150 
appeared to be gun-con¬ 
trol sympathizers. 

The hearing kicked off 
a year in which Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama and 
members of Congress are 
promising to make gun 
restrictions a top prior¬ 
ity. Obama has already 
proposed requiring back¬ 
ground checks for all gun 
sales and reviving both an 
assault weapons ban and 
a 10-round limit on the size 
of ammunition magazines, 
and several Democrats 
have introduced bills ad¬ 
dressing those and other 
limitations. 

After the hearing, Giffords 
and Kelly met privately 
with Obama at the White 
House. 

At the Capitol, senators’ 
remarks during the hearing 
illustrated the gulf between 
the two parties. 

Sen. Ted Cruz joined oth¬ 
ers in lauding Giffords but 
expressed little interest in 
curbing firearms. 
“Unfortunately in Washing¬ 
ton, emotion I think often 
leads to bad policies,” said 


Cruz. He said gun control 
efforts too often “restrain 
the liberties of law-abiding 
citizens,” not criminals. 
Republicans blamed the 
nation’s gun troubles on a 
list of maladies including a 
lack of civility, 
violent video games and 
insufficient attention to 
people with mental prob¬ 
lems. Sen. Charles Grass- 
ley, top Republican on the 
panel, said that while he 
welcomed the renewed 
focus on guns, 

“The deaths in Newtown 
should not be used to put 
forward any gun control 
proposal that's been float¬ 
ing around for years." 
Democrats countered that 
a need to improve gun re¬ 
strictions was obvious. 

Sen. Charles Schumer said 
omitting gun limits from the 
debate “is like not includ¬ 
ing cigarettes when dis¬ 
cussing lung cancer.” 
Republicans and the NRA 
are not the only hurdles 
Democrats face in try¬ 
ing to push gun legislation 
through Congress this year. 
It is also unclear what sev¬ 
eral Democratic senators 
facing re-election in Re¬ 
publican-leaning states in 
2014 will do, such as includ¬ 
ing Sens. 

Max Baucus of Montana, 
Mark Begich of Alaska and 
Mark Pryor of Arkansas. 
Sen. Patrick Leahy, the 
committee’s chairman, 
said he hoped his panel 
would write gun control 
legislation next month, 
though he did not specify 
what it might contain.Q 
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Powerful storm flips cars, decimates homes; 2 dead 



Will Carter, 15, surveys the damage to his house upon arriving 
home from school following a tornado, Wednesday, Jan. 30, 
2013, in Adairsville, Ga. 

(AP Photo/David Goldman) 


DAVID GOLDMAN 
KATE BRUMBACK 
Associated Press 
ADAIRSVILLE, Georgia (AP) 
— A massive storm system 
raked the U.S. Southeast 
on Wednesday, spawning 
tornadoes and danger¬ 
ous winds that overturned 
cars on a major Georgia 
interstate and demolished 
homes and businesses, kill¬ 
ing at least two people. 

In northwest Georgia, the 
storm system tossed vehi¬ 
cles on Interstate 75 onto 
their roofs. The highway 
was closed for a time, and 


another main thorough¬ 
fare remained closed until 
crews could safely remove 
downed trees and power 
lines from the road. 

WSB-TV in Atlanta aired 
footage showing an enor¬ 
mous funnel cloud bearing 
down on Adairsville, north¬ 
west of Atlanta, as the 
storm ripped through the 
city’s downtown area. The 
system flattened homes 
and wiped out parts of 
a large manufacturing 
plant. Pieces of insula¬ 
tion hung from trees and 
power poles, while the lo¬ 


Priest, teacher convicted 
in U.S. church abuse case 

MARYCLAIRE DALE 
Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A jury on Wednesday convicted a 
priest and teacher in a pivotal church-abuse case that 
rocked the Philadelphia archdiocese and sent a church 
official to prison for child endangerment. 

The verdict upholds the stunning account from a troubled 
24-year-old policeman’s son that he was sexually abused 
as a boy by two priests and his sixth-grade teacher. One 
priest took a plea deal before trial, while the jury con¬ 
victed the Rev. Charles Engelhardt and former teacher 
Bernard Shero of all but one count. 

The 2009 complaint describing the abuse led to the land¬ 
mark conviction last year of Monsignor William Lynn, the 
longtime secretary for clergy in Philadelphia. Lynn is serv¬ 
ing three to six years in prison for his role transferring an 
admitted pedophile priest to the accuser's northeast Phil¬ 
adelphia parish. A string of priest victims testified in Lynn's 
case, but none said they had been passed around like 
the policeman’s son. 

“I’m overjoyed that there was a conviction, mostly be¬ 
cause of this victim. I really didn’t expect it,” said District 
Attorney Seth Williams, an active Catholic who revived 
efforts to prosecute the archdiocese after taking office 
three years ago. 

The accuser, now a gaunt young man, has battled heroin 
abuse since his teens and still has a drug case pending. 
And details of his story changed frequently over the years, 
even about whether Shero raped him in the classroom or 
in a parked carO 


cal bank was missing a 
big chunk of its roof. One 
person was killed and nine 
were hospitalized for minor 
injuries, state emergency 
management officials said. 
Residents said no traces re¬ 
mained of some roadside 
produce stands — a com¬ 
mon sight on rural Geor¬ 
gia’s back roads. 

One other death was re¬ 
ported in Tennessee after 
an uprooted tree fell onto 
a storage shed where a 
man had taken shelter. 

In Adairsville, the strange 


mix of debris in one yard 
showed just how danger¬ 
ous the storm had been: a 
bathtub, table, rolls of toilet 
paper and lumber lay in 
the grass next to what ap¬ 
pears to be a roof. Sheets 
of metal dangled from a 
large tree like ornaments. 
“The sky was swirling," said 
Theresa Chitwood, who 
owns the Adairsville Travel 
Plaza. She said she went 
outside to move her car 
because she thought it 
was going to hail. Instead, 
the passing storm decimat¬ 


ed a building behind the 
travel plaza. “It sounded 
like a freight train coming 
through,” she said. “It looks 
like a bomb hit it." 
Adairsville is a small town 
in the Oothcalooga Val¬ 
ley, with a historic district 
lined with trees and a mix 
of pre-Civil War and Vic¬ 
torian homes. It proclaims 
itself the first Georgia town 
to be listed in its entirety 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places and looks 
to draw tourists with its an¬ 
tique shops.Q 
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Showing vulnerability in late 2012, 
U.S. economy shifted into reverse 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. economy shrank un¬ 
expectedly late last year, 
a reminder of the biggest 
threat it faces in 2013: 
sharp government spend¬ 
ing cuts and prolonged 
political budget fights. 

A plunge in defense spend¬ 
ing helped push the econ¬ 
omy into negative territory 


for the first time since mid- 
2009. The contraction in 
the October-December 
quarter came in at an an¬ 
nual rate of 0.1 percent, 
according to a govern¬ 
ment estimate released 
Wednesday. 

The likelihood of another 
recession appears remote. 
The economy is forecast to 
grow around 2 percent this 
year as strength in areas 
like housing and auto sales 
could partly offset govern¬ 
ment cutbacks. Investors 
appear unfazed, too: The 
stock market has surged 
more than 6 percent this 
year and is nearing an all- 
time high. 

But economists warn that 
further spending cuts 
would weaken a still-pre¬ 
carious recovery. 

“One way or the other, 
government is going to be 
a constraint on growth,” 
said James Marple, senior 


economist at TD Bank. 
Deep spending cuts in de¬ 
fense and domestic pro¬ 
grams are set to kick in 
March 1. Most of the feder¬ 
al government could shut 
down March 27 if Congress 
doesn’t extend a tempo¬ 
rary measure authorizing 
funding. And the nation's 
borrowing limit must be 
raised by May 18 or the 
government could default 


on its debts. 

A sputtering economy 
could weaken President 
Barack Obama's hand in 
dealing with Congress and 
complicate his efforts to 
push forward on other do¬ 
mestic priorities, such as im¬ 
migration reform and gun 
control. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said the economy 
shrank last quarter mainly 
because companies re¬ 
stocked at a slower rate 
and the government 
slashed defense spending. 
Exports also fell. 

Economists say some of 
those factors could prove 
temporary. Still, the slow¬ 
down from the 3.1 percent 
annual growth rate in the 
July-September quarter 
was unexpectedly sharp. 
For all of 2012, the econo¬ 
my expanded 2.2 percent, 
better than 2011 's growth 
of 1.8 percent. 


The Federal Reserve re¬ 
ferred to the fourth-quarter 
slowdown Wednesday in 
a statement after a policy 
meeting. The U.S. economy 
appears to have “paused 
in recent months,” the 
Fed said, mainly because 
of temporary factors. The 
central bank said growth 
would likely resume this 
year. But it reaffirmed its 
commitment to stimulating 


the economy by keeping 
borrowing costs low for the 
foreseeable future. 
Looming government cut¬ 
backs may already have 
hindered the economy: 
Concern over the year-end 
fiscal cliff could be one rea¬ 
son businesses slowed their 
restocking. And defense 
spending may have fallen 
as agencies prepared for 
automatic spending cuts. 
Congress managed to 
avert the fiscal cliff but only 
postponed the start of au¬ 
tomatic spending cuts until 
March 1. 

The drag from the govern¬ 
ment comes as private- 
sector growth is picking up. 
Consumers and businesses 
spent more in the October- 
December quarter com¬ 
pared with the July-Sep- 
tember quarter. 

Consumer spending, which 
drives about 70 percent 
of the economy, added 



Containers are unloaded from cargo ships at the Port of Los Angeles. The U.S. economy unexpect¬ 
edly shrank from October through December, the first quarterly drop since 2009 and a reminder of 
the economy's vulnerability as automatic cuts in government spending loom. 

(AP Photo/Nick Ut) 



Q&A ON THE NEWS 

©2013 Cox Newspapers 

Q: Does the presidential oath of office have to be 
sworn using the Bible? For example, if Mitt Romney had 
won the election, would he have been allowed to take 
the oath with his hand on the Book of Mormon had he 
wished to do so? 

— E. Ann Richardson, Lithonia, Ga. 

A: Using a Bible while taking the presidential oath of of¬ 
fice isn’t a law. It's a tradition started by George Wash¬ 
ington, according to constitutional scholars. President 
Barack Obama didn't use a Bible at his second swear¬ 
ing-in ceremony in 2009, which was taken one day after 
Chief Justice John Roberts said a word out of sequence 
in the public ceremony during his first inauguration. 
Several presidents haven’t used a Bible, including John 
Quincy Adams, who used a book of law in 1825. Theo¬ 
dore Roosevelt didn’t use a book of any kind during his 
1901 swearing-in after President William McKinley was 
assassinated, according to the Library of Congress and 
Architect of the Capitol. Lyndon B. Johnson took the 
oath of office with a Roman Catholic missal, a liturgical 
book, but only because it was mistaken to be a Bible 
after the assassination of President John F. Kennedy in 
1963. 

Jana Riess, a religion scholar and co-author of "Mor- 
monism for Dummies,” told CNN.com before the elec¬ 
tion that she didn’t think Romney would have used the 
Book of Mormon to take the oath of office. Romney 
used a Bible when he was sworn in as governor of Mas¬ 
sachusetts in 2003; it reportedly was the same one his 
father, George, used when he was sworn in as Michi¬ 
gan’s governor in 1963. 

Q: During inaugural coverage. Vice President Joe 
Biden's wife was referred to as Dr. Jill Biden. What kind 
of doctor is she? 

— David George, Atlanta 

A: Jill Biden earned a doctorate in education from the 
University of Delaware in 2007, according to her bio on 
www.WhiteHouse.gov. Her dissertation was on maximiz¬ 
ing student retention in community colleges. The sec¬ 
ond lady also has master’s degrees from West Chester 
University and Villanova University and is an English pro¬ 
fessor at Northern Virginia Community College. 

Q: I read that Atlanta has installed 80 electric car char¬ 
gers, with 425 more to come. I realize that the govern¬ 
ment is paying part of this. Who is absorbing the rest of 
the cost? Are the chargers free to use? 

— Carol Murphy, Woodstock, Ga. 

A: The U.S. Department of Energy is funding $114.8 mil¬ 
lion of the $230 million program -- called The EV Project 
-- to install electric vehicle charging stations across the 
U.S., with the remainder coming from private partners. 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported. 

Most of the charging stations will let drivers charge their 
electric vehicles for free, but some have a fee between 
$1 and $3 an hour. The stations collect usage data that 
will be used to better decide where to deploy charging 
stations in the future, CNN.com reported. More infor¬ 
mation is available at www.TheEVProject.com. 

Q: Are CNN’s Mary Snow and NBC’s Kate Snow related, 
or is it coincidental? 

-- William Johnston, Peachtree Corners, Ga. 

A: Mary Snow, who is a New York-based correspon¬ 
dent for CNN's "Situation Room,” is not related to Kate 
Snow, who is a news correspondent on NBC, a CNN 
spokeswoman told Q-and-A on the News in an email.Q 
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Menendez denies he was with Dominican prostitutes 


PETE YOST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen. 
Robert Menendez’s office 
said Wednesday that he 
traveled three times on a 
plane owned by a promi¬ 
nent political donor but 
that the trips were paid 
for and reported appro¬ 
priately. At the same time, 
Menendez’s office said un¬ 
substantiated allegations 
the senator engaged in 
sex with prostitutes in the 
Dominican Republic are 
false. 

The FBI searched the West 
Palm Beach, Florida office 
of the donor — eye doc¬ 
tor Salomon Melgen — on 
Tuesday night and early 
Wednesday, but it was un¬ 
clear if the raid was related 
to Menendez, a Democrat 
and the new chairman of 
the Senate Foreign Rela¬ 
tions Committee. 

Florida records show an 
Internal Revenue Service 
lien against Melgen of 
more than $11.1 million for 
unpaid taxes from 2006 
through 2009. Prior liens 
for taxes from 1998 to 2000 
were subsequently with¬ 
drawn, records show. 

The Daily Caller, a conser¬ 
vative website, reported 
shortly before the Novem¬ 
ber election that Menen¬ 
dez traveled on Melgen’s 
private plane to the Do¬ 
minican Republic to en¬ 
gage in sex with prostitutes. 
Menendez’s office said 
that any accusations of 
engaging with prostitutes 
“are manufactured by a 
politically motivated right- 
wing blog and are false.” 
At FBI headquarters in 
Washington, spokesman 


Jason Pack said the bu¬ 
reau “cannot comment on 
the existence or status of 
an investigation.” Justice 
Department spokeswoman 
Tracy Schmaler also de¬ 
clined to comment. 
Menendez's office said 
Melgen has been a friend 
and political supporter of 
the senator for many years 
and that the three trips that 
Menendez took have been 
“paid for and reported ap¬ 
propriately." 

Menendez's office did not 
say whether the three trips 
were to the Dominican 
Republic or elsewhere. 
The statement did not say 
whether the trips were paid 
by Menendez personally or 
by his senatorial or his cam¬ 
paign accounts, nor did it 
specify how they were re¬ 
ported. 

If Menendez did not pay for 
the trips, he would have to 
report them on annual fi¬ 
nancial disclosure forms as 
gifts. If he paid for the trips 
from his Senate office ac- 


KATHARINE Q. SEELYE 
© 2013 New York Times 
BOSTON - Gov. Deval Pat¬ 
rick on Wednesday ap¬ 
pointed William Cowan, 
a Boston lawyer who is a 
longtime friend and former 
aide, to serve as an inter¬ 
im U.S. senator until voters 
chose a successor to John 
Kerry in a special election 
set for June 25. 

Cowan, 43, who is known 
as Mo, is a former partner 
in the politically connect¬ 
ed law firm of Mintz Levin 
and will become Massa¬ 


count, he would have to 
report them on Senate of¬ 
fice forms. 

And if he used campaign 
funds, he would have had 


chusetts' first black sena¬ 
tor since Edward Brooke, a 
Republican, held the seat 
from 1966 to 1978. His ap¬ 
pointment makes Cowan 
the second black member 
to be seated in the current 
Senate, after Tim Scott of 
South Carolina was ap¬ 
pointed by Gov. Nikki R. 
Haley. 

Patrick had said he want¬ 
ed to appoint someone 
who did not want to run 
for the seat later because 
that person would have to 
conduct a campaign while 


to report the expense on 
Federal Election Commis¬ 
sion forms. 

The Associated Press 
searched six years of of- 


learning the ropes in the 
Senate and would be un¬ 
likely to do either job well. 
At a packed news confer¬ 
ence at the State House, 
Cowan said he would not 
seek the permanent office 
or use the appointment as 
a springboard later. “This is 
going to be a very short po¬ 
litical career,” he vowed. 
Wednesday’s news con¬ 
ference was attended by 
Cowan's wife, Stacey, and 
their two young sons. 

“He's cool,” Lt. Gov. Timo¬ 
thy Murray said of Cowan. 


fice and travel-related ex¬ 
penses for Menendez's U.S. 
Senate office and found no 
reports reflecting payments 
to Melgen or trips aboard 
Melgen's plane. 

Late Tuesday and early 
Wednesday, FBI agents 
were seen inside the West 
Palm Beach building, walk¬ 
ing its halls and standing 
beside shelves full of files. 
The Daily Caller began 
publishing stories on its 
Internet website about 
Menendez and Melgen on 
Nov. 1, when it reported 
that two women from the 
Dominican Republic said 
Menendez paid them for 
sex earlier in 2012. Prostitu¬ 
tion is legal in the Caribbe¬ 
an nation. 

Melgen is listed as having 
an ownership interest in 
DRM Med Assist, which Fed¬ 
eral Aviation Administration 
records show is the owner 
of a CL-600 Challenger 
plane. Flight records for the 
aircraft were not immedi¬ 
ately available.^ 


ney, James Bond and the 
president have nothing on 
Mo." 

Cowan is a former chief of 
staff and chief legal coun¬ 
sel to Patrick, the state's 
first black governor. From 
1997 to 2009, he practiced 
civil litigation as an associ¬ 
ate and later a partner in 
the Boston office of Mintz, 
Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky 
& Popeo. He also served 
as a special assistant dis¬ 
trict attorney in Middlesex 
County. □ 



Sen. Robert Menendez, D-N.J. speaks on Capitol Hill in Wash¬ 
ington. Menendez's office says he traveled on a plane owned 
by a Florida physician who is a friend and political donor, but 
denied that the senator had engaged with prostitutes in the 
Dominican Republic. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 
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Syria: Israeli warplanes attacked target inside border 


ISABEL KERSHNER 
RICK GLADSTONE 
© 2013 New York Times 
JERUSALEM - The Syrian 
government said that Is¬ 
raeli warplanes carried out 
an airstrike inside its territory 
on Wednesday, raising the 
risks that the two-year-old 
civil conflict in Syria could 
spread beyond the coun¬ 
try's borders. 

A statement by the Syrian 
military said that a scien¬ 
tific research facility in the 
Damascus suburbs was 
hit, but the precise target 
was unclear. Earlier news 
reports, confirmed by a 
U.S. official in Washington, 
said the Israelis were tar¬ 
geting a truck convoy in¬ 
side Syria that was bound 
for Lebanon. It was the 
first time in more than five 
years that Israel's air force 


had attacked a target in 
Syria, which has remained 
in a technical state of war 
with Israel although both 
sides have maintained an 
uneasy peace along their 
disputed border. The Syrian 
statement, carried by state 
television, said an uniden¬ 
tified number of Israeli jets 
flying below radar hit the 
research facility, killing two 
people and causing “huge 
material damage.” 

The Syrian statement de¬ 
nied the reports that Israeli 
warplanes had struck a 
truck convoy carrying anti¬ 
aircraft weapons destined 
for Hezbollah, the Leba¬ 
nese Shiite militant group 
that is allied with President 
Bashar Assad of Syria and 
considers Israel its main 
enemy. “Israeli warplanes 
violated our airspace at 
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The Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah AI Sabah, speaks during the 
International Humanitarian Pledging Conference for Syria in 
Bayan Palace, Kuwait City, Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2013. The U.N. 
chief made a dramatic appeal Wednesday for a major boost in 
relief aid for Syria, calling for an end to the fighting “in the name 
of humanity” as an international conference opened in Kuwait 
with both foes and backers of President Bashar Assad. 

(AP Photo/Gustavo Ferrari) 


dawn, bombing directly 
one of the research scien¬ 
tific centers in the Jimraya 
district in rural Damascus," 
the Syrian statement said, 
calling it a “breach of Syr¬ 
ian sovereignty.” 

Israel officials declined to 
comment on any military 
action that Israel might 
have conducted in Syria. 
But the Israelis have been 
warning in recent days 
about what they called 
the threat of chemical or 
advanced conventional 
weapons leaking from Syria 
to Hezbollah in Lebanon or 
into the hands of extremist 
Islamic rebel groups as a 
result of the turmoil in Syria. 
The Lebanese army said in 
a statement on Wednes¬ 
day that Israeli warplanes 
had carried out two sor¬ 
ties, circling the skies over 
Lebanon for hours on Tues¬ 
day and before dawn on 
Wednesday, but made no 
mention of any attacks. 
Jerusalem has long main¬ 
tained a policy of silence 
on military strikes far from its 
borders. It would not com¬ 
ment after Sudan accused 
the Israel military of carry¬ 
ing out an air attack that 
destroyed a weapons fac¬ 
tory in Khartoum, the Suda¬ 
nese capital, in October. 


In Germany , 

Morsi defends comments on Jews 


GEIR MOULSON 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — Egypt’s Is¬ 
lamist president turned 
aside repeated criticism of 
his past comments referring 
to Jews as “the descen¬ 
dants of apes and pigs” 
as he visited Germany on 
Wednesday, insisting that 
the remarks were taken out 
of context and were aimed 
at criticizing Israeli attacks 
on Palestinians. 

A key focus of Mohammed 


Morsi’s one-day visit to Ber¬ 
lin was to seek support to 
rebuild a crumbling Egyp¬ 
tian economy. However, 
questions about his com¬ 
ments — made in 2010 — 
pursued him throughout 
the day. The remarks drew 
attention earlier this month 
when an Egyptian TV show 
aired them to highlight and 
mock Morsi's current poli¬ 
cies. 

A tightlipped German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, 


who earlier in the day had 
opened an exhibition mark¬ 
ing the 80th anniversary of 
Adolf Hitler’s rise to power 
and attended an annual 
parliamentary memorial 
event to Holocaust victims, 
said she had brought up 
the issue during her meet¬ 
ing with Morsi. 

“The president told me 
what he meant by that, so 
I'll pass it over to him," she 
said during a short media 
briefing.Q 
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South Korea launches rocket weeks after North Korea 


SAM KIM 

Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— South Korea launched 
a satellite into space from 
its own soil for the first 
time Wednesday amid 
increased tensions after 
archrival North Korea ac¬ 
complished a similar feat 
and was condemned by 


the United Nations. 

The South Korean rocket 
blasted off from a launch 
pad in the southwestern 
coastal village of Go- 
heung. Science officials 
told cheering specta¬ 
tors minutes later that the 
rocket delivered an ob¬ 
servational satellite into 
orbit. Officials expected 


to know Thursday whether 
the satellite is operating as 
intended. 

A crowd gathered around 
a TV at a train station in 
downtown Seoul to watch 
the launch. “I’m proud we 
have entered the ranks of 
satellite powers,” office 
worker Hyun Day-sun said. 
The launch is a culmination 



South Korea's rocket lifts off from its launch pad at the Naro Space Center in Goheung, South 
Korea, Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2013. South Korea says it has successfully launched a satellite into 
orbit from its own soil for the first time. Wednesday's high-stakes launch comes just weeks after 
archrival North Korea successfully launched its own satellite to the surprise of the world. 

(AP Photo/KARI) 


China announces military exercises 


C. BODEEN 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — China said 
Wednesday that its navy 
will proceed with a deep¬ 
water training exercise 
amid a continuing spat 
with Japan over disputed 
islands in the East China 
Sea that has sparked regu¬ 
lar confrontations between 
patrol boats from each 
side. 

The Defense Ministry said in 
a statement that the previ¬ 


ously scheduled exercise 
would take place in the 
coming days in the Pacific, 
beyond where the islands 
are located, and where 
deep waters are ideal for 
anti-submarine drills. 

The navy, which last year 
launched China’s first air¬ 
craft carrier, held seven 
such drills last year, each 
involving a half-dozen or 
more surface ships and an 
unknown number of sub¬ 
marines. 


The exercises reflect Chi¬ 
na’s long-held aspirations 
to build a navy that can 
operate far from its shores. 
Ships taking part in such 
exercises before have 
passed just north of the 
disputed islands, which lie 
midway between Taiwan 
and the Japanese island 
of Okinawa. 

Training takes place far¬ 
ther out to sea, although 
the exact location is not 
announced. □ 


of years of efforts by South 
Korea — Asia's fourth- 
largest economy — to ad¬ 
vance its space program 
and cement its standing as 
a technology powerhouse 
whose semiconductors, 
smartphones and automo¬ 
biles command global de¬ 
mand. North Korea's long- 
range rocket program, in 
contrast, has generated 
international fears that it is 
getting closer to develop¬ 
ing nuclear missiles capa¬ 
ble of striking the U.S. 

South Korea’s success 
comes amid increased 
tension on the Korean Pen¬ 
insula over North Korea’s 
threat to explode its third 
nuclear device. Pyong¬ 


yang is angry over tough 
new international sanc¬ 
tions over its Dec. 12 rocket 
launch and has accused 
its rivals of applying double 
standards toward the two 
Koreas’ space programs. 
Washington and Seoul 
have called North Korea's 
rocket launch a cover 
for a test of Pyongyang's 
banned ballistic missile 
technology. North Korea 
recently acknowledged 
that its long-range rockets 
have both scientific and 
military uses, and Kong 
Chang-duk, a professor of 
rocket science at South 
Korea’s Chosun University, 
said the same argument 
could apply to the South.Q 
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Russia scraps anti-crime deal with US 


MAX SEDDON 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russia 
pulled out of an anti-crime 
accord with the United 
States on Wednesday in a 
move the U.S. called “self- 
defeating,” the latest sign 
of rising tensions between 
Moscow and Washington. 
Prime Minister Dmitry Med- 


Alexei Pushkov, head of 
Russia’s parliamentary for¬ 
eign affairs committee, 
said the decision reflected 
Russia’s ability to manage 
its affairs without outside 
help. 

“Russia is changing the for¬ 
mat of its relations with the 
U.S.,” he tweeted. “We are 
ending our dependence 


a donor for such programs 
in Central Asian nations 
and Afghanistan,” it said 
in a statement, adding 
that Moscow was ready to 
continue cooperation with 
the U.S. in fighting crime, in¬ 
cluding drug-trafficking. 

In Washington, State De¬ 
partment spokeswoman 
Victoria Nuland expressed 



Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev, front left, visits an exhibition of rescue equipment in Kras- 
nogorsk, outside Moscow, Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2013. 

(AP Photo/ Alexander Astafyev) 


vedev signed an order 
to scrap the 10-year-old 
agreement “because it 
was no longer relevant," his 
office said. 

The agreement covered 
fighting terrorism, cor¬ 
ruption and cross-border 
crimes such as drug smug¬ 
gling and human traffick¬ 
ing. 


on ‘the country No. 1.’” 

The Foreign Ministry ex¬ 
pressed gratitude to the 
U.S. for providing $12 mil¬ 
lion in aid for crime-fighfing 
projects under the accord, 
but said Moscow no longer 
needs such assistance. 
“From a recipient of West¬ 
ern aid for anti-crime proj¬ 
ects, Russia has turned into 


regret about the Russian 
move, saying that the 
agreement provided a 
framework for “very fruitful 
cooperation with Russia on 
rule of law, counter-corrup¬ 
tion efforts, preventing traf¬ 
ficking in persons, counter¬ 
narcotics and strengthen¬ 
ing our mutual legal assis¬ 
tance cooperationO 


Turkey seeks person who contacted 
missing American woman Sarai Sierra 


SUZAN FRASER 
Associated Press 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Turkish police on 
Wednesday were trying to trace a per¬ 
son who apparently corresponded with 
a New York City woman through social 
networking sites before she went missing, 
an official said. Sarai Sierra, a 33-year-old 
mother of two, has been missing since 
Jan. 21 when she was supposed to return 
home from a solo vacation in Istanbul. Po¬ 
lice there have set up a special unit to find 
her. A senior police official fold The Asso¬ 
ciated Press that Sierra had exchanged 
messages with a person before she dis¬ 
appeared and police were now trying to 
trace the man or woman he described as 
a possible suspect in her disappearance. 
The police official said Sierra “presumably 
met" the person after she arrived in Istan¬ 


bul. He spoke on condition of anonymity 
in line with government rules that bar civil 
servants from speaking to journalists with¬ 
out prior authorization. 

Turkey’s private Dogan news agency, 
citing unnamed sources, said Sierra had 
exchanged messages through her email 
account with a person who went by the 
name of “Taylan” although it was not 
known if that was his real name or an alias. 
It claimed the two agreed to meet on 
Galata Bridge, a tourist destination about 
2 kilometers (more than a mile) from her 
hostel. Dogan said police were scanning 
through security camera images around 
the bridge to see if the alleged meeting 
ever took place. The agency said police 
had identified the IP address of the de¬ 
vice “Taylan" had allegedly used to cor¬ 
respond with Sierra .□ 


Fresh resistance to Britain’s 
threat to withdraw from EU 


STEPHEN CASTLE 
JAMES KANTER 
© 2013 New York Times 
LONDON - A promised 
referendum on whether 
Britain should stay in the 
European Union on new 
terms, or quit the bloc, 
provoked fresh tensions 
within the British govern¬ 
ment on Wednesday and 
more blunt warnings from 
abroad. 

In London, fwo Cabinet 
ministers joined the intro¬ 
duction of a group cam¬ 
paigning to prevent a Brit¬ 
ish exit from the bloc, with 
one senior member of the 
government appearing to 
raise some doubts that the 
referendum promised by 
Prime Minister David Cam¬ 
eron would actually go 
ahead. 

“It is in our vital national in¬ 
terest that we avoid the fa¬ 
tal mistake that would be a 
‘no’ vote if and when a ref¬ 
erendum is held in the next 
few years,” said Kenneth 
Clarke, a Cabinet minister 
and one of the few pro- 
Europeans at the top of a 
Conservative Party where 
most lawmakers are critical 
of the EU. 

Drafts of Clarke's speech, 
released to the news me¬ 
dia before the introduc¬ 
tion of the group, had said, 
“If a referendum is held in 
the next few years,” rather 
than “when.” Last week, 
Cameron promised a ref¬ 
erendum within the next 
five years on whether to 
stay in the union on revised 
membership terms or to 
leave, but for his plan to go 
ahead, Cameron would 
first have to win the next 
election, due to be held in 
2015, with a clear majority. 
Clarke’s draft speech add¬ 
ed that Britain needed “to 
concentrate on what we 
are in favor of and not just 
what we are against.” 
Meanwhile, there were 
two warnings to Cameron 
about the risks of his bid 
to renegotiate member¬ 
ship terms before holding a 
popular vote. In The Times 
of London, the German for¬ 
eign minister, Guido West- 
erwelle, said that there 
were no rights without du¬ 
ties and that there could 
be “no cherry-picking.” 



Britain's Prime Minister David 
Cameron delivers a speech 
in Algiers, Wednesday, Jan. 
30, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Anis Belghoul) 


“We might be conjuring 
up forces that we can’t 
control,” he wrote, adding 
that it was easier to tear 
Europe apart than rebuild 
it. “We must not put at risk 
the common ground that 
we have achieved in more 
than half a century of Euro¬ 
pean cooperation.” 
Speaking in Brussels, the 
Hungarian prime minister, 
Viktor Orban, said he was 
surprised that Cameron 
wanted to rewrite the EU’s 
treaty. 

“I think it’s very danger¬ 
ous,” he said. “It's a legiti¬ 
mate request, of course. 
I have nothing against it. 
But I would like to underline 
that this is the most danger¬ 
ous thing I can imagine.” 
Orban explained that 
opening up treaty talks in¬ 
evitably meant a range of 
other ideas “would come 
to the surface." 

He also suggested that 
Cameron might be seek¬ 
ing to deflect attention 
from domestic challenges 
by raising the issue of rene¬ 
gotiating Britain’s relation¬ 
ship with Europe. 

“From a practical point 
of view, do not open the 
question of the modifica¬ 
tion of the treaty,” Orban 
said. “Do our job, stabilize 
the economy, improve 
competitiveness, and be 
brave enough at home to 
do a proper job.” 

In Britain, Cameron's 
speech has been well re¬ 
ceived by his own law¬ 
makers, providing a policy 
agenda around which 
his party can unite over a 
fractious issue. □ 
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Netherlands court rejects most of Shell spill case 


MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — A Dutch court has 
ruled that a subsidiary of 
international oil giant Royal 
Dutch Shell should be held 
responsible for a pipeline 
leak poisoning farmland in 
Nigeria, as it had failed to 
take adequate measures 
to prevent sabotage. 

In its ruling Wednesday the 
Hague Civil Court rejected 
most of the case brought 
by Nigerian farmers and en¬ 
vironmental pressure group 
Friends of the Earth against 
Shell, saying pipeline leaks 
were caused by saboteurs, 
not Shell negligence. 
However, in one case, 
the judges ordered a sub¬ 
sidiary, Shell Nigeria, to 
compensate a farmer for 
breach of duty of care by 
making it too easy for sab¬ 
oteurs to open an oil well 
head that leaked on to his 
land. 

It was believed to be the 


first time a Dutch court has 
held a multinational's for¬ 
eign subsidiary liable for en¬ 
vironmental damage and 
ordered it to pay damages. 
Pressure groups welcomed 
the judges’ decision, saying 
the ruling opens the door 
for similar pollution cases 
against multinationals. 

Shell hailed the judgment 
as a victory. 

“We are very pleased by 
the ruling of the court to¬ 
day," said Allard Caste- 
lain of Shell. “It's clear that 
both the parent company. 
Royal Dutch Shell, as well 
as the local venture ... has 
been proven right.” 

The Dutch arm of Friends of 
the Earth, which represent¬ 
ed the Nigerian farmers, 
welcomed the compensa¬ 
tion order for one village, 
but said it was “stunned" 
by its defeats in other vil¬ 
lages. 

The group said the ruling 
could have implications 
beyond Nigeria's oil fields. 


“The verdict also offers 
hope to other victims of 
environmental pollution 
caused by multination¬ 
als," said Geert Ritsema of 


Friends of the Earth. 

The group has always main¬ 
tained that much of the 
damage in the Niger Delta 
can be traced to what it 


calls poor maintenance of 
Shell’s infrastructure, rather 
than sabotage, an argu¬ 
ment the court rejected. 
Lawyers representing an¬ 


other Nigerian communi¬ 
ty, Bodo, in a legal battle 
with Shell in British courts 
cautiously welcomed the 
Dutch ruling. 


“Over many years Shell has 
denied any responsibility 
for these types of spills re¬ 
sulting from ‘bunkering’ or 
sabotage," lawyer Martyn 
Day said in a statement. 

He called the Dutch court's 
ruling a major step forward 
“as it makes Shell aware 
in no uncertain terms that 
they have a responsibility 
to ensure that all steps are 
taken to ensure the illegal 
sabotage does not occur." 
The level of damages in the 
Dutch case will be estab¬ 
lished at a later hearing, 
but that could be held up 
as Friends of the Earth said 
it plans to appeal. 

Only one of the Nigerian 
plaintiffs, Eric Barizaadooh, 
was in court Wednesday 
and his claim was rejected 
by the court, but he said he 
was happy for the village 
that won compensation. 
“For my colleagues who 
succeeded, that is victory," 
Barizaadooh said outside 
court.Q 



Friends of the Earth activists hold a banner outside the court 
during the court case of Nigerian farmers against Shell, in The 
Hague, Netherlands, Wednesday Jan. 30, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Peter Dejong) 


Magnitude-6.8 earthquake shakes northern Chile 


LUIS ANDRES HENAO 
Associated Press 
SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — A 

magnitude-6.8 earthquake 
shook offices, toppled su¬ 
permarket shelves and 
broke windows on Wednes¬ 
day in north-central Chile, 
where people fled some 
buildings in panic. 

A 55-year-old woman in 
city of Atacama died of a 
heart attack, said Mayor 
Rafael Prohens, who at¬ 
tributed her death to fear 
during the quake. Authori¬ 
ties said that damage was 
limited and discounted the 
possibility of a tsunami.. 

The U.S. Geological Sur¬ 
vey originally reported the 
quake at 6.7, but later re¬ 
vised it upward. It struck at 
4:15 p.m. (3:15 p.m.; 2015 


GMT) and was centered 27 
miles (44 kilometers) north 
of Vallenar, Chile. 

The quake shook the capi¬ 
tal of Santiago, causing of¬ 
fice buildings to sway, but 
was felt most powerfully 
in the north where state 
television showed images 
of scattered groceries at 
supermarket floors and 
broken windows at several 
homes in Vallenar, Copia- 
po and other nearby cities. 
Witnesses described peo¬ 
ple running from buildings 
into the streets in panic. 
Vallenar Mayor Cristian 
Tapia said telephone lines 
were jammed and some 
electricity lines were tem¬ 
porarily down but services 
were slowly returning. 

“The first half hour was real¬ 


ly tough. We're still having 
problems with telecommu¬ 
nications,” Tapia told state 
television. “Two walls col¬ 
lapsed. We're evaluating 
ruptures at homes to find 
out if they’re still safe to live 
in." 

But Chile's Emergency Of¬ 
fice, ONEMI, said no injuries 
were immediately reported 
and damage to infrastruc¬ 
ture appear minimal. The 
oceanographic service 
discounted the possibility 
of a tsunami. 

“There's no doubt the 
population in some places 
fled, following a culture of 
evacuation,” Miguel Ortiz, 
national chief of the early 
alert center at ONEMI. Two 
lower intensity aftershocks 
were also reported. 


A devastating 8.8-mag- 
nitude quake and the 
tsunami it unleashed in 
2010, killed 551 people, 
destroyed 220,000 homes 
and washed away docks, 
riverfronts and seaside re¬ 
sorts. The disaster cost Chile 
$30 billion, or 18 percent of 
its annual gross domestic 
product. 

Chile is one of the most 


earthquake-prone coun¬ 
tries in the world. 

Just off Chile’s long coast, 
the Nazca tectonic plate 
plunges beneath the con¬ 
tinent, pushing the Andes 
to ever-higher altitudes. 
The 2010 quake was so 
strong it changed time, 
shortening the Earth’s day 
slightly by changing the 
planet’s rotationO 
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Jamaicans embrace VW 
Super Bowl commercial 


Cuba: 

Dissident says passport request denied 


DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) 

— Jamaica is embracing 
a controversial Super Bowl 
commercial that depicts 
a white office worker from 
the U.S. Midwest feigning 
the Caribbean island’s lilt¬ 
ing patois accent to dis¬ 
play a cheerful, upbeat 
outlook. 

Some U.S. critics have de¬ 
scribed the pregame Super 
Bowl ad from Volkswagen 
of America as offensive and 
culturally insensitive, ap¬ 
parently seeing the com¬ 
mercial that hit the web 
on Monday as an echo of 
segregation-era depictions 
of white people posing as 
happy-go-lucky black folk. 
Jamaica's population is 
predominantly black. On 
NBC’s “The Today Show," 
Barbara Lippert, editor-at- 
large at mediapost.com, 
said she believed the com¬ 
mercial was racist because 
it was “just saying that 
black people are happy.” 
New York Times columnist 
Charles M. Blow said during 
an appearance on CNN 
that the advertisement 
was like “blackface with 
voices." 

But the charged reaction 
has met with puzzlement 
in Jamaica, which has very 
visible white, Asian, Middle 
Eastern and mixed-race 
minorities that also often 
speak with the local ac¬ 
cent. 

The island’s government 
has endorsed the commer¬ 


cial, which shows an ebul¬ 
lient white worker from the 
U.S. state of Minnesota try¬ 
ing to cheer up glum col¬ 
leagues with a Jamaican 
patois accent because he 
is so happy with his Volk¬ 
swagen. At the start of the 
commercial, he paraphras¬ 
es the lyrics to late reggae 
icon Bob Marley’s “Three 
Little Birds” as he tells his co¬ 
workers: “No worries, mon. 
Everyting will be all right." 
The company’s website 
continues the theme, of¬ 
fering a clip of Jamaica's 
Jimmy Cliff singing “C’mon, 
get happy.” 

On Wednesday, opposition 
lawmaker Edmund Bartlett 
said the television ad “is a 
perfect illustration of Ja¬ 
maican culture's global 
reach and our unchar¬ 
acteristic penchant to be 
happy even in challenging 
situations.” 

Tourism Minister Wykeham 
McNeill said he believes 
the Super Bowl commer¬ 
cial has the potential to in¬ 
crease tourist arrivals. 

“I think this is a very cre¬ 
ative commercial which 
truly taps into the tremen¬ 
dous appeal that brand 
Jamaica and its hospitable 
people have globally," 
McNeill said in a late Tues¬ 
day statement. 

At a Kingston bus stop, of¬ 
fice assistant Jennifer Blake 
said she saw the Volkswa¬ 
gen advertisement online 
and thought it was amus¬ 
ing to see an American try¬ 
ing to speak patois.Q 


PETER ORSI 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — A Cuban 
dissident who was locked 
up for years in connection 
with his political activities 
said Wednesday he has 
been denied a passport 
that would have let him go 
overseas under recently 
enacted travel reform. 
Angel Moya, one of 75 
anti-government activists 
imprisoned in a 2003 crack¬ 
down on dissent and later 
released, said he went to 
file paperwork and the $50 
application fee to request 
a passport, but a clerk 


necessary to prevent brain 
drain. Cuba has routinely 
denied exit visas for dissi¬ 
dents, who are considered 
“counterrevolutionaries” in 
the pay of foreign interests 
and bent on undermining 
the communist govern¬ 
ment. 

Moya said the office clerk 
showed him her computer 
screen and the file did not 
contain a specific reason 
why he was nof allowed to 
apply for the travel docu¬ 
ment. But the law contains 
language reserving the 
right to withhold passports 
for reasons of national in- 


Guillermo Farinas have ex¬ 
plicitly been told they will 
be allowed to get pass¬ 
ports and come and go 
freely, and some dissident 
passport requests are be¬ 
ing processed. 

Moya’s wife Berta Soler, 
a leader of fhe Ladies in 
White protest group, said 
as far as she knows she’s still 
scheduled to pick up hers 
on Feb. 8. 

Blogger Yoani Sanchez, 
who is not related to Eliz- 
ardo, also says she has 
been told she can travel, 
though on Wednesday she 
was complaining about a 



Cuban dissident Angel Moya reacts during a march of Cuban dissidents in Havana, Cuba. Moya 
and Hector Maseda, two well-known Cuban dissidents, were released from prison on Feb. 12, 
2011, despite the fact both men said they wanted to remain in jail until other opposition leaders 
were freed and other demands were met. Moya said on Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2013 that he has 
been denied a passport that would have let him go overseas under recently enacted travel re¬ 
form. 

(AP Photo/Javier Galeano) 


Dominican officials want to 
examine deal on gold mine 

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic (AP) — Officials 
in fhe Dominican Republic wanf to take another look at 
their government's contract with the operators of one of 
the world’s largest gold mines. 

The Chamber of Deputies has decided to re-evaluate 
the royalty deal with the Barrick Pueblo Viejo mine. 
Chamber President Abel Martinez says he won't rest until 
he is satisfied the Caribbean country is being fairly com¬ 
pensated for the mining project, which recently began 
production north of the capital. 

Barrick Pueblo Viejo spokesman Jorge Esteva said 
Wednesday the contract can be changed only with 
consent from both parties. 

The project is 60 percent owned by the Barrick Gold Corp. 
of Toronto and 40 percent by Goldcorp Inc. of Vancou¬ 
ver. The Dominican treasury is projected to receive about 
$11 billion over the life of the mine.Q 


turned him down. 

“She told me, after consult¬ 
ing a database, that I was 
restricted and it couldn’t 
be processed for reasons 
of public interest,” Moya 
told The Associated Press. 
The denial suggests that 
Cuba intends to exercise 
a legal clause by which it 
retains the right to restrict 
some citizens' right to trav¬ 
el, and casts an element 
of doubt over the Jan. 14 
measure that eliminated 
the loathed exit visa re¬ 
quired of all Cubans seek¬ 
ing to go abroad. 

Analysts have called such 
controls arbitrary and hu¬ 
miliating, though authori¬ 
ties long insisted they were 


terest and to people with 
pending legal cases, and 
he’s sure that's affecting 
his situation. 

Moya’s release from prison 
was conditional and tech¬ 
nically he’s still serving a 20- 
year sentence for treason 
that expires in 2023. The 
rest of the former prisoners 
from the 2003 crackdown, 
like a number of other dis¬ 
sidents with legal issues, 
presumably could be in the 
same boat. “Their release is 
very precarious,” said Eliz- 
ardo Sanchez, who moni¬ 
tors and reports on human 
rights on the island. 
However, other govern¬ 
ment opponents includ¬ 
ing frequent hunger striker 


more mundane problem: 
red tape. 

“The long lethargy of bu¬ 
reaucracy in (hashtag) 
Cuba,” she tweeted. “'The 
passport isn’t ready yet, 
come back next week,’ 
they tell me.” 

Government officials did 
nof immediafely respond 
fo a request for comment. 
Havana usually avoids 
mentioning the dissidents 
at all except to accuse 
them of being traitorous 
“mercenaries.” 

Also Wednesday, Amnesty 
International formally des¬ 
ignated a second prisoner 
of conscience on the is¬ 
land and urged authorities 
to free him immediatelyO 



















Aruba Tourism Authority says ‘Masha Dankii 


Group of loyal visitors honored at Divi Phoenix Beach Resort! 




PALM BEACH - Recently, 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a whole group 
of loyal visitors who just love 
returning to their vacation 
home-away-from-home, 
Aruba! The symbolic hon¬ 
orary title is presented in 


the name of the Minister of 
Tourism as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guest who 
visit Aruba for 10 and 20 or 
more consecutive years. 
The special group of hon- 
orees included Judy and 
John Felski of Buffalo, New 
York, Gary Magnifico and 


Fran Hexberg of Old Bridge, 
New Jersey, David, Alisa, 
Dillon and Bricen Margritz 
of Lexington, 

Ted and Mona Miyanishi of 
Ontario, Canada, Steven 
and Renan Ross of Brook¬ 
lyn, New York, George 
and Ella Waters of Ontario, 


Canada, and Stephen and 
Hazel Minsky of Massachu¬ 
setts. 

The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Darline S. de 
Cuba, representing ATA 
with activities coordinator 
Ms. Avril, who conducted 
the ceremony held at the 


Divi Phoenix Beach Resort. 
Top reasons for returning 
to Aruba year after year 
provided by the honorees 
were the Fantastic Sunsets, 
our Beautiful Blue Ocean, 
the Friendly Aruban Hos¬ 
pitality and our local 
Restaurants. □ 


Environmental performance of The Westin Aruba 

certified by EarthCheck 


PALM BEACH - The high 
standard of environmental 
performance practiced by 
The Westin Resort & Casino, 
Aruba has been recog¬ 
nized by EarthCheck; the 
world's leading certifier of 
travel and tourism organi¬ 
zations. 

The Westin Resort & Casino, 
Aruba has joined industry 
leaders from more than 65 
countries by being award¬ 
ed EarthCheck Silver Certi¬ 
fied status. 

To gain this, they have 
had to report their envi¬ 
ronmental footprint to in¬ 
dependent auditors and 
adhere to internationally 
recognized standard of 
Best Practice. 


“We are proud to be a part 
of an elite group of proper¬ 
ties that have been able to 
receive EarthCheck’s Silver 
Certified status.” Richard 
Roy, General Manager of 
The Westin Resort & Casino, 
Aruba 

During the process. The 
Westin Resort & Casino, 
Aruba was also required 
to submit a year's worth 
of operational data which 
was benchmarked against 
industry Best Practice. 

The data was then mea¬ 
sured against a number 
of key indicators such as 
energy and water con¬ 
sumption, total waste pro¬ 
duction, and community 
commitment. 



“By taking a scientific ap¬ 
proach to measuring the 
effectiveness of their sus¬ 
tainability practices. The 
Westin Resort & Casino, 
Aruba was able to identify 
where they were out-per¬ 


forming others and where 
room for improvement 
remained,” explained 
EarthCheck CEO Stewart 
Moore. 

“Achieving certification is 
not an easy task and many 
organizations do not make 
it past the benchmarking 
stage. Securing a highly- 
ranked benchmarking re¬ 
sult requires a strong com¬ 
mitment across all levels of 
an organization and the 
imbedding of sustainability 
principles into all policies 
and procedures," Moore 
concluded. 

For economies reliant on 
travel and tourism, Earth¬ 
Check’s benchmarking 
data provides the only his¬ 


torical record of the global 
environmental impacts of 
the industry over the past 
12 years. More importantly, 
it rates the effectiveness of 
industry efforts to reduce 
Greenhouse Gas emissions 
(GHG) and conserve natu¬ 
ral resources at a project- 
by-project level. 

For travelers the world over, 
it's good to know there’s 
a credible body keep¬ 
ing track of sustainability 
claims. 

The EarthCheck logo rep¬ 
resents the travel and 
tourism's efforts to come 
together and take mean¬ 
ingful steps to address the 
serious challenges faced 
by the planet. □ 
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Aruba Birdlife Conservation launches awesome new website! 



Stanson Tromp, Maxime Fraser and Ayrton Tromp. 


ORANJESTAD -Wednesday, 
January 30th, 2013 is a 
very special day for Aruba 
Birdlife Conservation. The 
board of the foundation is 
happy that its website was 
launched. The website is, 
among others, intended to 
improve awareness of the 
beauty Aruba’s bird wildlife 
has to offer and through 
such inspire the leaders 
of our nation to protect it 
for future generations to 
come. 

The website is for young 
and old and for locals as 


well as guests, but above 
all for our teachers, stu¬ 
dents and pupils. The loca¬ 
tion chosen for the launch 
is no coincidence, a school 
library. 

Three nature loving teen¬ 
agers were invited to per¬ 
form the launch: Stanson 
Tromp, Maxime Fraser and 
Ayrton Tromp. Maxime and 
Stanson are pupils of Cole- 
gio Arubano and Ayrtonis 
a pupil ofthe La Salle Col¬ 
lege. 

The site contains photo¬ 
graphs of one hundred 



Greg Peterson, president of the board of Aruba Birdlife Conservation, explaining the group how 

the website is designed. 
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Sitting: Stanson Tromp, Maxime Fraser and Ayrton Tromp. Stand¬ 
ing: Greg Peterson, president of the board of Aruba Birdlife 
Conservation (ABC), Hubert Goedgedrag (school teacher), 
John van der Pluim (school teacher), Diego Marquez, director 
of Parke Nacional Arikok, Annette Peterson-Bredie, secretary 
of the board of ABC, Richelle van Dungen Gronovius (school 
teacher), Hans van Tuijl, headmaster of Colegio Arubano and 


Albert Peterson, ABC volunteer. 

and five species of birds.AII 
photographs of the web¬ 
site are taken in Aruba. A 
beginning has also been 
made with other fauna to 
be found in Aruba. In the 
months ahead, flora will 
also be added. Besides a 
library and news, attention 
is also given to work carried 
out in the field. The website 
is a work in progress and 
new pictures and informa¬ 
tion will be added on a 
weekly basis. The website 


also gives the opportunity 
to contact the foundation. 
Constructive feedback on 
how to improve the quality 
of the website is most wel¬ 
come. 

The website is a milestone 
for the foundation based 
on years of voluntary work, 
supported by many. Spe¬ 
cial gratitude goes to 
Richelle van Dungen Gro¬ 
novius who has played a 
pivotal role in the coming 
about of the site. □ 
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At the Caribbean Palm Village: 


William and Sheila Archambault honored by ATA 




NOORD - Recently the Aru¬ 
ba Tourism Authority had 
the great pleasure of hon¬ 
oring a very nice couple 


who are loyal and friendly 
visitors of Aruba, at the Ca¬ 
ribbean palm Village, as 
Distinguished Visitors. The 


symbolic honorary title is 
presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 


guests who visit Aruba for 
10-to-19 consecutive years. 
The honorees were William 
and Sheila Archambault 
from North Wales, PA. Wil¬ 
liam and Sheila are loyal 
members of the Caribbean 
Palm Village, and they love 
Aruba very much because 
of the great friendly peo¬ 
ple, the weather, beaches, 


restaurants and the relax¬ 
ation and great accom¬ 
modations that the island 
has to offer. 

The certificate was present¬ 
ed by Ernest Giel represent¬ 
ing ATA, together with Far¬ 
ley Croes, Angie Gonzales 
and Yahaira Kuiperi, rep¬ 
resenting the Caribbean 
Palm Village.Q 
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At the Marriott Surf Club: 


Visitors Alan and Debra Schankweiler honored by AT A 




PALM BEACH - Recently the Aruba Tourism Authority had 
the great pleasure of honoring a very nice couple who 
are loyal and friendly visitors of Aruba, at the Marriott Surf 
Club, as Distinguished Visitors. The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name of the Minister of Tourism as a 
token of appreciation to guests who visit Aruba for 10- 
to-19 consecutive years. The honorees were Alan and 
Debra Schankweiler from New York, NY. Alan and Debra 
love Aruba very much, because of the friendly Aruban 
people, the Marriott Resorts, the weather, beaches and 
restaurants. The certificate was presented by Ernest 
Giel, representing ATA, together with Karellys Hoevertsz, 
representing the Marriott Surf Club. Debra Schankweiler 
could not be present during the ceremony for she had 
already left the island.O 
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San Francisco 49ers wide re¬ 
ceiver Randy Moss answers 
reporters questions during 
media day for the NFL Super 
Bowl XLVII football game 
Tuesday, Jan. 29, 2013, in 
New Orleans. 

Associated Press 

Randy Moss: 
From star to 
afterthought 
with 49ers 

PAUL NEWBERRY 

AP National Writer 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — 

Randy Moss strolled to the 
podium on Super Bowl 
media day — his 49ers hat 
tilted slightly to the left, his 
sleeves rolled up high to 
reveal a cross tattooed on 
one arm, a large “R” tat¬ 
tooed on the other. 

He carried himself very 
much like the star he once 
was. “I don’t know how 
many questions I'm gonna 
give you," he barked to 
reporters, before break¬ 
ing into a smile. “So go 
ahead.” Then, for the next 
hour or so, he was the cen¬ 
ter of attention — a role he 
seemed perfectly suited 
for, even though he kept 
saying over and over that 
he just wants to be treated 
like anyone else. 

Moss proclaimed himself 
“the greatest receiver ever 
to play this game." He 
urged all the coaches out 
there to listen to their play¬ 
ers every now and then. 


Continued on page 19 
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New Jersey Devils 
Johan Hedberg, of Sweden, 
eyes the puck on a shot 
during the third period of an 
NHL hockey game against 
the Boston Bruins in Boston, 
Tuesday, Jan. 29, 2013. 
Associated Press 
Page 20 
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Armstrong: Truth & reconciliation is ‘only way’ 


LONDON (AP) 

— Lance Armstrong be¬ 
lieves a truth and recon¬ 
ciliation program is the 
“only way” to deal with 
cycling's doping crisis and 
the sport's governing body 
should have no role in the 
process. 

Armstrong spoke to Cy- 
clingnews in an interview 
published Wednesday, 
his first since admitting to 
Oprah Winfrey two weeks 
ago that he doped to win 
the Tour de France seven 
times. 

In an email interview with 
the British-based cycling 
publication, Armstrong ex¬ 
pressed no remorse or con¬ 
trition and said he feels like 
a scapegoat for a sport in 
which no generation was 
ever “clean.” 

Armstrong said the best 
way forward is a truth and 
reconciliation process of¬ 
fering amnesty to riders 
and officials who come 
forward. 

“It’s not the best way, it’s 
the only way,” he said. “As 
much as I’m the eye of the 
storm this is not about one 
man, one team, one direc¬ 
tor. This is about cycling 
and to be frank it’s about 
all endurance sports. 
“Publicly lynching one man 
and his team will not solve 
this problem." 

Asked if he felt like a fall 
guy, Armstrong said: “Ac¬ 
tually, yes I do. But I under¬ 
stand why. We all make 


MANACOR, Spain (AP) — 

One week ahead of his ex¬ 
pected return to tennis, Ra¬ 
fael Nadal says his left knee 
is still causing him pain. 

The 26-year-old Spaniard 
is scheduled to play next 
week in Chile before head¬ 
ing to tournaments in Bra¬ 
zil and Mexico. Speaking 
Wednesday on the island 
of Mallorca, Nadal says 
that although his knee is 
looking better, “sometimes 
it still hurts ... but I have to 
start sooner or later.” Nad¬ 
al says playing at the three 
Latin American tourna¬ 
ments “will be very useful,” 
adding he is “fine, enthu¬ 
siastic,” after not playing 
since losing to Lukas Rosol 
in the second round at 
Wimbledon. □ 


the beds we sleep in.” 

In his interview with Winfrey, 
Armstrong said he would 
be willing to take part in 


any truth and reconcilia¬ 
tion process. 

He told Cyclingnews the 
program should be run 
by the World Anti-Doping 
Agency and not the U.S. 
Anti-Doping Agency, the 
body which produced 
a scathing report detail¬ 
ing systematic doping by 
Armstrong and his teams. 
The USADA report led to 
Armstrong being stripped 


of his seven Tour titles and 
banned from elite sport for 
life. 

Asked why he would not 


speak to USADA, Arm¬ 
strong said: “No brainer. 
This is a global sport not an 
American one." 

He also insisted that inter¬ 
national cycling body UCI 
and its president, Pat Mc- 
Quaid, should not be in¬ 
volved. 

“The UCI has no place at 
the table,” Armstrong said. 
He called McGuaid “pa¬ 
thetic" and said he was 


only interested in protect¬ 
ing himself. 

“When I was on speaking 
terms with ol’ Pat McQuaid 
many, many months ago I 
said, ‘Pat, you better think 
bold here. A full-blown, 
global, TRC is our sport’s 
best solution,”’ Armstrong 
said. “He wanted to hear 
nothing of it.” 

The UCI and WADA have 
been engaged in a war 
of words over how to deal 
with the fallout from the 
Armstrong scandal. WADA 
called the UCI “deceitful” 
Tuesday for shutting down 
its independent doping 
panel and said it won’t 
participate in an amnesty 
commission set up by the 
cycling body. 

The UCI independent pan¬ 
el had been set up to look 
into claims in the USADA 
report that cycling lead¬ 
ers helped cover up Arm¬ 
strong’s suspicious doping 
tests and improperly ac¬ 
cepted $125,000 in dona¬ 
tions from him. 

In the Cyclingnews inter¬ 
view, Armstrong said a 
truth and reconciliation 
commission should provide 
a complete amnesty. 

“Of course, otherwise no 
one will show up,” he said. 
“No one.” 

Asked if he would hope to 
get his life ban reduced if 
he testified to WADA, Arm¬ 
strong said that was irrel¬ 
evant. 

“What is relevant is that ev¬ 


eryone is treated equally 
and fairly,” he said. “We all 
made the mess, let's all fix 
the mess, and let's all be 
punished equally." 
Armstrong was asked 
about USADA chief execu¬ 
tive Travis Tygart's state¬ 
ments that the rider was 
only hoping to restore his 
eligibility. 

“That was Travis’ stunt to 
make me look self-serv¬ 
ing,” Armstrong said, reit¬ 
erating his claim that it was 
unfair that riders who testi¬ 
fied against him received 
reduced sanctions while 
he was given a life ban. 
“Letting some race the 
season, then giving minor 
off-seasons sanctions ver¬ 
sus the death penalty isn’t 
fair and isn’t about ‘clean¬ 
ing up cycling,” he said. 
“It's about getting your 
man.” 

Armstrong was asked 
whether he protected Ital¬ 
ian doctor Michele Fer¬ 
rari in his confession. Ferrari, 
who has been accused 
of masterminding Arm¬ 
strong's doping regimen, 
has also been banned for 
life from the sport. 

“I wasn’t ‘protecting’ any¬ 
one,” Armstrong said. “I 
was there to speak about 
myself, my experiences, 
and my mistakes. No one 
else. I know that goes 
against what we have 
grown used to in the last 
few years in cycling but I’m 
only interested in owning 
up to my mistakes. I’m a 
big boy and I’m not in the 
blame game.” 

Asked when he realized 
that doping was rife in cy¬ 
cling, Armstrong said his 
generation was no differ¬ 
ent than any others. 

“The ‘help’ has evolved 
over the years but the fact 
remains that our sport is 
damn hard, the Tour was 
invented as a stunt, and 
very tough (riders) have 
competed for a century 
and all looked for advan¬ 
tages, from hopping on 
trains 100 years ago to EPO 
now," he said. 

“No generation was ex¬ 
empt or ‘clean.’ Not Mer¬ 
ckx’s, not Hinault’s, not Le- 
Mond's, not Coppi’s, not 
Gimondi’s, not Indurain’s, 
not Anquetil's, not Bartali’s, 
and not mine.”Q 


Nadal’s knee still troublesome ahead of comeback 



In this June 26, 2012 file photo, Rafael Nadal of Spain returns a shot to Thomaz Bellucci of Brazil 
during a first round men’s singles match at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships at 
Wimbledon, England. 

Associated Press 



In this Monday, Jan. 14, 2013, file photo provided by Harpo 
Studios Inc., Lance Armstrong listens as he is interviewed by talk 
show host Oprah Winfrey during taping for the show “Oprah and 
Lance Armstrong: The Worldwide Exclusive” in Austin, Texas. 

Associated Press 
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San Francisco 49ers wide receiver Randy Moss speaks during 
media day for the NFL Super Bowl XLVII football game Tuesday, 
Jan. 29, 2013, in New Orleans. 


Associated Press 


Randy Moss 

Continued from page 17 


“I’m me,” Moss declared. 
“I just do it my way. That’s 
just how I feel. I don’t try 
to be better than the next 
man, or break any laws or 
any rules. Nothing like that. 
But what do I believe in? 

I believe in myself. That’s 
just the way I've always 
done it. 

“I know," he quickly add¬ 
ed, “there's some people 
out there who like me, 
and I know there’s a lot 
of people out there who 
don't. For what reason, I 
don't know and don’t re¬ 
ally care.” 

Moss was once the NFL’s 
most dominant receiver, 
but those days are long 
past. He's 35 now, clearly 
on the downside of a ca¬ 
reer that actually seemed 
over a year ago. After 
bouncing around to three 
different teams in 2010, 
he didn’t play at all last 
season. But, he wasn’t 
ready to walk away from 
the sport just yet — and 
San Francisco gave him a 
chance to come back for 
another shot at the ring. 
There was one big caveat: 
Moss would no longer be 
the center of the offense. 
The 49ers had plenty of 
others — from receiver 
Michael Crabtree to tight 
end Vernon Davis to run¬ 
ning back Frank Gore. 
Now that Colin Kaepernick 
has taken over at quarter¬ 
back, it's easy to forget 
that No. 84 is even on the 
field. Sure, Moss is savor¬ 
ing the 49ers’ run to the 
Super Bowl, where they’ll 
face the Baltimore Ravens 
on Sunday, but he’s still 
struggling to get his arms 
around the idea of being 
an afterthought on the 
field. 

“I've always considered 
myself a playmaker,” he 
said. “Blocking? Yeah, I 
understand that's part 
of the game. Me going 
out to be decoy? Yeah, 

I know that’s part of the 
game. But for me not to 
be out here making plays 
is something I just don't un¬ 
derstand.” 

Then, he remembered why 
he’s here. 

“If that's going to win me 
a ring," Moss said, “yeah, I 
accept that.” 


He came oh-so-close dur¬ 
ing the 2007 season, team¬ 
ing with Tom Brady to lead 
New England to an un¬ 
beaten regular season and 
two more wins in the play¬ 
offs. Then, in the game that 
really mattered, the high- 
powered Patriots were shut 
down in the Super Bowl by 
the New York Giants, who 
rallied for a stunning 17-14 
upset after David Tyree — 
not Moss — made a catch 
that left everyone in awe. 
It’s a game Moss has never 
bothered to watch on vid¬ 
eo. It's a game that sticks 
with him to this day — and 
probably will forever, even 
if the 49ers win on Sunday. 
“There's just something 
about ‘07, being unde¬ 
feated going into a Super 
Bowl and losing it like that,” 
he said. “I’ll never forget 
that moment because it’s 
not fun when you’re sweat¬ 
ing and you have confetti 
dropping down and stick¬ 
ing to your face and know¬ 
ing that you're not on the 
winning side of the con¬ 
fetti." " 

Surely, someone asked, 
winning this time would 
ease the pain from five 
seasons ago. 

Not so. Moss replied. 

“If I win this one, that means 
I could have had two,” he 


said. “That’s something I’ll 
never forget.” 

Moss’ last big season came 
with the Patriots in 2009, 
when he had 83 recep¬ 
tions for 1,264 yards and 13 
touchdowns. The following 
year was a mess, largely of 
his own making. 

His days in New England 
were numbered before 
the season opener when 
Moss complained about 
not getting a contract ex¬ 
tension and said he didn't 
feel wanted. After week 
four, he was traded back 
to Minnesota, his original 
team, but that didn't last, 
either. Moss griped about 
then-coach Brad Childress 
and was waived, finishing 
out the dismal, miserable 
campaign in Tennessee. 

It looked as though retire¬ 
ment had arrived, whether 
he wanted it or not. 

Moss used the off year to 
reconnect with his chil¬ 
dren, to get in some fishing, 
to watch some games on 
Sundays. But he also shed 
some tears, pained at the 
idea of ending his career 
before he was ready to 
go. He made sure to stay 
in shape, just in case some¬ 
one wanted to give him 
another chance. 

“I love this game of foot¬ 
ball so much,” Moss said. 


“I don’t like everything that 
comes with it, but going 
out on the field between 
the white lines and play¬ 
ing football is something 
I’ve always done. I've 
been doing it since I was 
6 years old. For me to be 
able to just walk away from 
the game, knowing that I 
wasn’t ready, mentally or 
physically, it really hurt me, 
man. It really depressed 
me."Then came a call from 
the 49ers, who had come 
up just short of the Super 
Bowl during his season 
away. They felt Moss was 
one of those players who 
might help them get over 
the hump — not so much 


for what he could do on 
the field, but the impact he 
might have on the young¬ 
sters in the locker room. 
Moss started only two 
games, finishing with 28 
catches, 434 yards and 
three TDs. But he had the 
desired impact on Crab¬ 
tree and Kaepernick, pass¬ 
ing on his many experi¬ 
ences to those who will 
carry the franchise into the 
future. 

“One thing that impressed 
me the most about Randy 
is the way that he works 
with all the other guys, and 
not even just the receivers,” 
49ers fullback Bruce Miller 
said. □ 
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NHL Capsules 

Bruins top Devils 2-1 on Marchand’s shootout goal 



New Jersey Devils goalie Johan Hedberg, of Sweden, drops his stick to the ice as the puck slides 
between his pads on a goal by Boston Bruins left wing Brad Marchand (63) in a shoot out following 
overtime of an NHL hockey game in Boston, Tuesday, Jan. 29, 2013. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Brad 
Marchand scored the de¬ 
cisive shootout goal after 
teammate Nathan Horton 
forced overtime late in the 
third period and the Boston 
Bruins rallied for a 2-1 win 
over the New Jersey Devils 
on Tuesday. 

Boston’s Tyler Seguin and 
New Jersey’s Ilya Kovalchuk 
scored on their teams’ first 
shot during the shootout. 
Then both teams failed on 
their next four attempts. 

But Marchand put the 
puck between goalie Jo¬ 
han Hedberg's pads and 
the Bruins won when Marek 
Zidlicky’s shot hit Tuukka 
Rask’s left pad. 

David Clarkson had put 
New Jersey ahead with his 
fourth goal of the season 
on a power play at 8:30 of 
the second period. Horton 
tied the game with his third 
goal with 4:05 left in regula¬ 
tion. 

The Bruins are 5-0-1 and 
lead the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence with 11 points. That 
matches their best start 
since 1970-71, the last time 
they earned points in each 
of their first six games. 
RANGERS 2, FLYERS 1 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ryan 
Callahan scored a power- 
play goal before leaving 


with an injury in the third pe¬ 
riod and Henrik Lundqvist 
made 26 saves to lift New 
York over Philadelphia. 
Defenseman Michael Del 
Zotto had a goal and as¬ 
sist for the Rangers (3-3), 
who have won two straight 
for the first time this sea¬ 
son. Philadelphia (2-5) has 
dropped two in a row. 
Kimmo Timonen ended 
Lundqvist's shutout bid 7:09 
into the third with a power- 
play goal after the Rang¬ 
ers were caught with too 
many men on the ice. 


ISLANDERS 4, PENGUINS 1 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Matt 
Moulson scored a goal and 
assisted on another, Evgeni 
Nabokov stopped 37 shots 
and New York dominated 
listless Pittsburgh. 

John Tavares scored for 
the second straight game 
for the Islanders. Michael 
Grabner had his fourth goal 
of the season and Casey 
Cizikas found the net for 
the first time in his career. 
That was more than 
enough to send the Pen¬ 
guins to their third loss in 


four games. Pascal Dupuis 
scored with just over a min¬ 
ute remaining to avoid the 
shutout. 

Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 
13 shots before being 
pulled after the second 
period. The Penguins gave 
it away 11 times, with two 
of the turnovers leading to 
New York goals. 

RED WINGS 4, STARS 1 
DETROIT (AP) — Valtteri Fil- 
ppula scored two goals, 
both off nifty passes from 
Pavel Datsyuk in Detroit’s 
victory over Dallas. 


Henrik Zetterberg scored 
on a two-man advantage 
in the final minute of the 
second period to give the 
Red Wings a 2-1 lead, and 
Damien Brunner and Filp- 
pula scored 23 seconds 
apart in the third. 

The Red Wings rallied after 
Loui Eriksson opened the 
scoring in the second pe¬ 
riod for Dallas. 

All six of Dallas’ previous 
games this season were 
decided by one goal, but 
the Stars couldn’t keep this 
one close in the third. 
Jimmy Howard made 25 
saves for Detroit. 

MAPLE LEAFS 4, SABRES 3, 
OT 

BUFFALO, New York (AP) — 
Matt Frattin scored his sec¬ 
ond goal of the game with 
1.5 seconds left in overtime 
to lift Toronto over Buffalo. 
Frattin skated in from the 
left circle and wristed a 
shot over the shoulder of 
Sabres goalie Ryan Miller. 
Jay McClement and Cody 
Franson also scored for To¬ 
ronto, which snapped a 
two-game skid. James Re- 
imer made 29 saves for the 
Maple Leafs. 

Jason Pominville, Andrej 
Sekera and Mikhail Grigo- 
renko scored for Buffalo, 
which lost its fourth straight. 
Miller stopped 20 shots.□ 


Cuban pitcher Contreras 
pays visit to homeland 



In this Sept. 7,2009 photo, Colorado Rockies pitcher Jose Con¬ 
treras looks on during a game against the Cincinnati Reds in 
the sixth inning of the Rockies’ 4-3 victory in a baseball game 
in Denver, Colorado. 

Associated Press 


ANNE-MARIE GARCIA 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Big-league 
hurler Jose Ariel Contre¬ 
ras received a hero’s wel¬ 
come in his homeland 11 
years after defecting from 
Cuba, which historically 
has branded defecting 
athletes as traitors. 
Contreras is the first ath¬ 
lete to take advantage of 
a new migratory law that 
makes it easier for defec¬ 
tors to visit their homeland. 
Hundreds of onlookers 
turned out to see and have 
their picture taken with him 
on Wednesday at a park in 
the western city of Pinar del 


Rio, where he played pro¬ 
fessionally before leaving 
Cuba, according to dissi¬ 
dent Dagoberto Valdes. 
“What impresses me most 
is the enthusiasm and wel¬ 
come he was given by his 
fans, who received him 
as a hero,” Valdes said by 
phone from Pinar del Rio. “It 
was a very emotional en¬ 
counter with the people." 
Contreras abandoned the 
Cuba squad in Monterrey, 
Mexico, in October 2002, 
and a year later signed with 
the New York Yankees. He 
won a World Series with the 
Chicago White Sox in 2005, 
and later played for Colo¬ 


rado and Philadelphia. 
Defecting baseball stars 
have long been consid¬ 
ered persona non grata 
by island authorities, who 
complain about “theft” 
of talent groomed by Cu¬ 
ban sports institutions. Their 
names typically disappear 
from local state-run media 
after their departure, al¬ 
though Cuban fans follow 
their exploits overseas as 
best they can on the Inter¬ 
net and through word of 
mouth. 

Cuba’s new migration law, 
which took effect on Jan. 
14, eliminated the island’s 
longstanding exit visa re¬ 


quirement, among other 
measures. It also lifted re¬ 
strictions on defectors' right 
to return for visits if more 
than eight years have 
gone by. 


Contreras' visit “awakened 
great expectations even 
though he asked for it to 
be very discreet, because 
he came to see his ailing 
mother,” Valdes said. □ 
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Lakers edge Hornets 111 -106 for 3rd straight win 
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NBA Roundup 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

Los Angeles Lakers hung 
on to beat the New Or¬ 
leans Hornets 111-106 
Tuesday for their first three- 
game winning streak in five 
weeks. 

Dwight Howard scored 24 
points, and Kobe Bryant 
had 14 points and 11 assists 
in another pass-first perfor¬ 
mance for Los Angeles. 

Earl Clark had 20 points 
and 12 rebounds for the 
Lakers, whose 18-point 
lead with 5'A minutes to 
play dwindled to 102-101 
with 2 minutes left before 
Clark and Steve Nash hit 
big shots to clinch Los An¬ 
geles' ninth straight win 
over New Orleans. 

Eric Gordon scored 18 of 
his 25 points in the first half 
for the Hornets. 

Trail Blazers 106, Mavericks 
104 Portland’s LaMarcus 
Aldridge hit a turnaround 
jump shot at the final buzz¬ 
er as the Trail Blazers came 
back from a 21-point third- 
quarter deficit to beat the 
Dallas Mavericks 106-104. 
Aldridge finished with 29 
points and 13 rebounds 
for the Trail, while J.J. Hick¬ 
son had a season-high 26 
points and 15 rebounds. 
Dirk Nowitzki finished with 
26 points for Dallas, which 
had won six of its last eight 
games. 

Bucks 117, Pistons 90 
At Auburn Hills, Michigan, 
Brandon Jennings scored 
20 of his 30 points in the 
third quarter to lead the 
Milwaukee Bucks past the 
Detroit Bulls 117-90. 

Rookie Andre Drummond 
had 18 points and 18 re¬ 
bounds for Detroit, while 
Greg Monroe scored 14 
points. Drummond be¬ 
came just the second 
teenager to have an 18-18 
game since 1985-86, join¬ 
ing Dwight Howard. 



Los Angeles Lakers forward Pau Gasol, right, of Spain, reaches 
for a rebound as New Orleans Hornets forward Jason Smith looks 
on during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, Jan. 
29, 2013, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


Warriors 108, Cavaliers 95 
Klay Thompson scored a 
career-high 32 points to 
lead short-handed Gold¬ 
en State Warriors past the 
Cleveland Cavaliers 108- 
95. 


The Warriors were missing 
three starters — guard Ste¬ 
phen Curry (ankle), center 
Andrew Bogut (ankle) and 
forward Harrison Barnes 
(knee). Also, Carl Landry, 
one of the first players off 



Golden State’s bench, Tristan Thompson had 18 
didn't play because of a points and 11 rebounds for 
shoulder injury. Cleveland.Q 
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Bounty of benefits to keeping blood pressure in check 


JANE E. BRODY 
© 2013 New York Times 

Since the start of the 21st 
century, Americans have 
made great progress in 
controlling high blood pres¬ 
sure, although it remains a 
leading cause of heart at¬ 
tacks, strokes, congestive 
heart failure and kidney 
disease. 

Now 48 percent of the 
more than 76 million adults 
with hypertension have it 
under control, up from 29 
percent in 2000. 

But that means more than 
half, including many receiv¬ 
ing treatment, have blood 
pressure that remains too 
high to be healthy. (A nor¬ 
mal blood pressure is lower 
than 120 over 80.) With a 
plethora of drugs avail¬ 
able to normalize blood 
pressure, why are so many 
people still at increased risk 
of disease, disability and 
premature death? Hyper¬ 
tension experts offer a few 
common, and correctable, 
reasons: 

— About 20 percent of af¬ 
fected adults don’t know 
they have high blood pres¬ 
sure, perhaps because 
they never or rarely see a 
doctor who checks their 


ANDREW POLLACK 
© 2013 New York Times 

One part of the big health 
care overhaul that is ex¬ 
pected to save billions of 
dollars is the introduction of 
generic versions of biotech¬ 
nology drugs that now can 
cost a patient tens of thou¬ 
sands or even hundreds of 
thousands of dollars a year. 
The complex drugs, made 
in living cells instead of 
chemical factories, ac¬ 
count for a growing share 
of spending on medicines. 
They include some of the 
world’s best-selling drugs, 
like the rheumatoid arthritis 
and psoriasis drugs Humira 
and Enbrel and the can¬ 
cer treatments Herceptin, 
Avastin and Rituxan. 

But the two biggest bio¬ 
technology companies, 
Amgen and Genentech, 
are mounting an intensive 
lobbying effort in state leg¬ 
islatures that could blunt 
the new competition to 
their products and reduce 


pressure. 

— Of the 80 percent who 
are aware of their condi¬ 
tion, some don't appreci¬ 
ate how serious it can be 
and fail to get treated, 
even when their doctors 
say they should. 

— Some who have been 
treated develop bother¬ 
some side effects, causing 
them to abandon therapy 
or to use it haphazardly. 

— Many others do little to 
change lifestyle factors, 
like obesity, lack of exercise 
and a high-salt diet, that 
can make hypertension 
harder to control. 

Dr. Samuel J. Mann, a hy¬ 
pertension specialist and 
professor of clinical medi¬ 
cine at Weill-Cornell Medi¬ 
cal College, adds another 
factor that may be the 
most important. Of the 71 
percent of people with 
hypertension who are cur¬ 
rently being treated, too 
many are taking the wrong 
drugs or the wrong dosag¬ 
es of the right ones. 

Mann, author of “Hyper¬ 
tension and You: Old Drugs, 
New Drugs, and the Right 
Drugs for Your High Blood 
Pressure,” says that doctors 
should take into account 


the savings anticipated in 
the federal law. 

The companies are propos¬ 
ing bills that would restrict 
the ability of pharmacists 
to substitute a generic ver¬ 


sion of a biologic drug for 
the brand name product. 
The Virginia House of Dele¬ 
gates passed one such bill 
last week. 

The companies and other 


the underlying causes of 
each patient's blood pres¬ 
sure problem and the side 
effects that may prompt 
patients to abandon thera¬ 
py. He has found that when 
treatment is tailored to the 
individual, nearly all cases 
of high blood pressure can 
be brought and kept un¬ 
der control with available 
drugs. 

Plus, he said in an interview, 
it can be done with mini¬ 
mal, if any, side effects and 
at a reasonable cost. 

“For most people, no new 
drugs need to be devel¬ 
oped,” Mann said. “What 
we need, in terms of medi¬ 
cation, is already out there. 
We just need to use it bet¬ 
ter." 

But many doctors who are 
generalists do not under¬ 
stand the “intricacies and 
nuances” of the dozens of 
available medications to 
determine which is appro¬ 
priate to a certain patient. 
“Prescribing the same 
medication to patient after 
patient just does not cut it,” 
Mann wrote in his book. 

The trick to prescribing the 
best treatment for each 
patient is to first determine 
which of three mecha- 


proponents say such mea¬ 
sures are needed to protect 
patient safety because the 
generic versions of biotech 
drugs are not identical to 
the original products. For 


(Handout Photo) 

that reason, they are usu¬ 
ally called biosimilars rather 
than generics. 

Generic drug companies 
and insurers are moving to 
oppose or amend the state 


nisms, or combination of 
mechanisms, is responsible 
for a patient’s hyperten¬ 
sion, he said. 

— Salt-sensitive hyperten¬ 
sion, more common in old- 



More than half of all Ameri¬ 
can adults with hypertension, 
nearly 40 million people, do 
not have it in check, but a 
mix of tailored treatment regi¬ 
mens and lifestyle changes 
can help those affected. 
(Yvetta Fedorova/The New 
York Times) 

er people and blacks, re¬ 
sponds well to diuretics and 
calcium channel blockers. 
— Hypertension driven by 
the kidney hormone renin 
responds best to ACE in¬ 
hibitors and angiotensin re¬ 
ceptor blockers, as well as 
direct renin inhibitors and 
beta-blockers. 

_Neurogenic hypertension 


bills, which they character¬ 
ize as pre-emptive moves 
to deter the use of biosimi¬ 
lars, even before any get to 
market. 

“All of these things are put 
in there for a chilling effect 
on these biosimilars,” said 
Brynna M. Clark, director 
of state affairs for the Ge¬ 
neric Pharmaceutical As¬ 
sociation. The restrictions, 
she said, “don't sound too 
onerous but undermine 
confidence in these drugs 
and are burdensome.” 

The trench fighting at the 
state level is just the latest 
phase in a continuing bat¬ 
tle over the ground rules 
for adding competition to 
the biotechnology drug 
market as called for in the 
Patient Protection and Af¬ 
fordable Care Act of 2010. 
Biosimilars are unlikely to 
be available in the United 
States for at least two more 
years, though they have 
been on the market in Eu¬ 
rope for several years. □ 


is a product of the sympa¬ 
thetic nervous system and 
is best treated with beta- 
blockers, alpha-blockers 
and drugs like clonidine. 
According to Mann, neu¬ 
rogenic hypertension re¬ 
sults from repressed emo¬ 
tions. He has found that 
many patients with it suf¬ 
fered trauma early in life 
or abuse. They seem calm 
and content on the sur¬ 
face but continually sup¬ 
press their distress, he said. 
One of Mann’s patients 
had had high blood pres¬ 
sure since her late 20s that 
remained well-controlled 
by the three drugs her fam¬ 
ily doctor prescribed. Then 
in her 40s, periodic checks 
showed it was often too 
high. When taking more 
of the prescribed medica¬ 
tion did not result in lasting 
control, she sought Mann's 
help. 

After a thorough work-up, 
he said she had a text¬ 
book case of neurogenic 
hypertension, was tak¬ 
ing too much medica¬ 
tion and needed different 
drugs. Her condition soon 
became far better man¬ 
aged, with side effects she 
could easily tolerate, and 
she no longer feared she 
would die young of a heart 
attack or stroke. 

But most patients should 
not have to consult a spe¬ 
cialist. They can be well- 
treated by an internist or 
family physician who ap¬ 
proaches the condition 
systematically, Mann said. 
Patients should be started 
on low doses of one or 
more drugs, including a di¬ 
uretic; the dosage or num¬ 
ber of drugs can be slowly 
increased as needed to 
achieve a normal pressure. 
Specialists, he said, are 
most useful for treating the 
10 percent to 15 percent 
of patients with so-called 
resistant hypertension that 
remains uncontrolled de¬ 
spite treatment with three 
drugs, including a diuretic, 
and for those whose treat¬ 
ment is effective but caus¬ 
ing distressing side effects. 
Hypertension sometimes 
fails to respond to routine 
care, he noted, because 
it results from an underly¬ 
ing medical problem that 
needs to be addressed. □ 


Biotechs want to restrict generics for costly drugs 



Amgen and other biotechs are lobbying to stifle new generic 
competition to their products. 
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BlackBerry launches long-awaited comeback campaign 



A man holds the new touchscreen BlackBerry Z10 smartphone, during a launch event for the 
new phone in London, Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2013. 

Associated Press 


PETER SVENSSON 
ROB GILLIES 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A new 

generation of more ver¬ 
satile BlackBerry smart¬ 
phones is finally about to 
hit the market after ex¬ 
cruciating delays allowed 
mobile devices made by 
Apple, Samsung and oth¬ 
ers to build commanding 
leads in a market that is re¬ 
defining society. 

BlackBerry maker Research 
in Motion Ltd. formally 
unveiled its long-await¬ 
ed line-up of revamped 
smartphones and software 
Wednesday at simultane¬ 
ous events held in New 
York, Toronto, London, Par¬ 
is, Dubai, Johannesburg, 
Jakarta and Delhi. 

In a move underscoring the 
stakes riding on its make-or- 
break product line-up, the 
Canadian company used 
the occasion to announce 
it is changing its name to 
BlackBerry — a pioneer¬ 
ing brand that has lost its 
cachet since Apple’s 2007 
release of the iPhone reset 
expectations for what a 
smartphone should do. 

The first devices in the new 
crop of BlackBerrys will be 
called the Q10, which will 
feature a physical key¬ 
board like previous versions 
of the phone, and the Z10 
will have only touch-screen 
keyboard, like Apple Inc.’s 
trend-setting iPhone and 
other handsets running on 
Google Inc.’s Android soft¬ 
ware, including Samsung's 
popular Galaxy. They will 
run on a redesigned oper¬ 
ating system called Black¬ 
Berry 10, which the com¬ 
pany began working on 
after buying QNX Software 
Systems in 2010. 

The new software and 
BlackBerrys were supposed 
to be released a year ago, 
only to be delayed while 
Apple and Android device 
makers won more zealous 
converts to their products. 
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In the meantime, Microsoft 
Corp. also rolled out a new 
Windows operating system 
for smartphones, confront¬ 
ing RIM with another tech- 
nologypowerhouse to bat¬ 
tle. 

The delays in develop¬ 
ing the new BlackBerrys 
helped wipe out $70 billion 
in shareholder wealth and 
5,000 jobs. 

“It is the most challenging 
year of my career,” said 
RIM CEO Thorsten Heins, 
whose anniversary lead¬ 
ing the company occurred 
last week. “It is also the 
most exhilarating and ex¬ 
citing one.” 

The wait for U.S. smart¬ 
phone users interested in 
buying the new BlackBerry 
line still isn’t over. The Z10 
won’t be released in the 
U.S. until March and the 
Q10 might not arrive in the 
country until April, Heins 
said, to give wireless car¬ 
riers more time to test the 
product. All the major U.S. 
carriers plan to sell the new 
BlackBerrys. The estimated 
U.S. prices for the phones 
weren't announced, 
though. The Z10, which 
BlackBerry will call the 
“Zed-10” outside the U.S., 
will go on sale Thursday in 
United Kingdom Thursday. 
The same model will be re¬ 
leased in Canada on Feb. 
5 and will cost about $150 
there with a three-year 
wireless contract. 

Despite their limited avail¬ 
ability until March, the new 
BlackBerrys will be hailed 
in a commercial Sunday 
during CBS’s telecast of 
the Super Bowl. RIM hasn't 
disclosed how much that 
will cost, but some 30-sec- 
ond spots during the game 
have been sold for as 
much as $4 million. 

BGC Financial analyst 
Colin Gills said the new 
phones' tardy arrival to 
the U.S. threatens to cause 


even more BlackBerry users 
to defect to the iPhone or 
an Android device. By the 
time, the Z10 goes on sale 
in the U.S. Gillis suspects 
many geeks will be waiting 
to see what Google plans 
to unveil in Mid-May at an 
annual conference that 
usually includes new gad¬ 
gets. 

Wednesday's event didn’t 
go over well on Wall Street. 
RIM's stock shed 93 cents, 
or nearly 6 percent, to 
$14.73 in afternoon trad¬ 
ing. The shares have still 
more than doubled from 
their nine-year low of $6.22 
reached in September, 
but are still nearly 90 per¬ 
cent below their peak of 
$147 reached in 2008 when 
the iPhone was still a nov¬ 
elty trying to break into the 
mainstream. 

Repeated delays and 
years of blundering have 
turned the once-iconic 
BlackBerry into an also ran 
as the iPhone and Android 
devices raced ahead 


with crowd-pleasing in¬ 
novations. That has led 
some analysts to question 
whether the company that 
helped create the smart¬ 
phone market will survive, 
especially as its losses have 
mounted in the past year. 
Yet there was renewed 
optimism heading into 
Wednesday’s event. Pre¬ 
views of the BlackBerry 10 
software have gotten fa¬ 
vorable reviews on blogs. 
Financial analysts are 
starting to see some room 
for a comeback. RIM re¬ 
designed the system to 
embrace the multimedia, 
apps and touch-screen ex¬ 
perience prevalent today. 
The Q10 is meant to cater 
to people who still prefer a 


typing on a physical key¬ 
board instead of a display 
screen. 

Besides promising a bet¬ 
ter typing experience, the 
new BlackBerrys are sup¬ 
posed to run faster, pull 
up multiple applications 
simultaneously and enable 
users to separate their pro¬ 
fessional and personal lives 
with a feature called “Bal¬ 
ance." “Gone are the days 
of going back and forth 
and in and out between 
applications,” said Andrew 
MacLeod, RIM’s manag¬ 
ing director for Canada. 
“It’s cumbersome, it's inef¬ 
ficient and it's slow.” 

Doubts remain about the 
ability of BlackBerry 10 to 
rescue RIM. □ 
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Chrysler says earnings soar to $1.66 billion 


BILL VLASIC 

© 2013 New York Times 

DETROIT - Chrysler, the 
smallest of the American 
automakers, said Wednes¬ 
day that its profit in 2012 
soared to $1.66 billion - 
about nine times as much 
as the $183 million it earned 
previous year. 

The dramatic increase un¬ 
derscored the company’s 
comeback from its govern¬ 
ment bailout and bank¬ 
ruptcy in 2009, when it was 
taken over by the Italian 
automaker Fiat. 

In the fourth quarter alone, 
Chrysler said it earned $378 
million, a 68 percent in¬ 
crease from $225 million in 
the same period in 2011. 
Revenue in the quarter 
was $17.1 billion, a 13 per¬ 
cent gain from $15.1 billion 
a year earlier. 

“Chrysler concluded a very 
successful 2012 with a ro¬ 
bust fourth-quarter perfor¬ 
mance,” said Jesse Toprak, 
an analyst with the auto 
research site TrueCar.com. 
“The company was the 
only domestic automaker 


BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Face- 
book delivered fourth- 
quarter results above Wall 
Street’s expectations on 
Wednesday and sought 
to show that it has finally 
transformed into a “mobile 
company." 

Its stock price fluctuated 
sharply in after-hours trad¬ 
ing, as investors weighed 
lower net income and 
growing expenses against 
an increasing user base 
and higher advertising rev¬ 
enue. 

“Everything was slightly 
better than expected,” 
said Wedbush Securities 
analyst Michael Pachter. 
“I don’t see anything here 
that would make me want 
to sell the stock.” 
Facebook’s stock fell 68 
cents, or 2.2 percent to 
$30.56 in after-hours trad¬ 
ing after the results were 
released. 

“There were no major 
red flags,” said Raymond 
James analyst Aaron Kes¬ 
sler. “I think expectations 


to gain market share last 
year.” 

Chrysler also benefited 
from having little expo¬ 
sure to the deepening 


economic crisis in Europe, 
where vehicle sales have 
fallen to the lowest levels in 
about 20 years. 

The European problems, 
however, took a heavy toll 
on profits at Fiat. 

Without Chrysler, Fiat said it 
would have lost 1.04 billion 
euros in 2012. But Chrysler's 


may have even just a little 
bit higher” than analyst es¬ 
timates indicated. 
Facebook Inc., the world’s 
largest social media com¬ 
pany, earned $64 million, 
or 3 cents per share, in 


the October-December 
period. That’s down from 
$360 million, or 14 cents per 
share, a year earlier when 
it was still a privately held 
company. 

Revenue rose 40 percent 
to $1.59 billion from $1.13 


results helped Fiat earn a 
profit for 2012 of 1.41 bil¬ 
lion euros, a 26 percent 
improvement over the 
1.33 billion euros that Fiat 


earned the previous year. 
In the fourth quarter. Fiat 
reported a profit of 388 mil¬ 
lion euros. Without Chrys- 
ler’s contributions, it would 
have lost 241 million euros. 
Fiat owns a 58.5 percent 
stake in Chrysler. 

Chrysler, meanwhile, said 
its revenue for the year was 


billion. 

Excluding special items, 
mainly related to stock 
compensation expenses, 
Menlo Park, California- 
based Facebook earned 
17 cents per share in the 


latest quarter. 

Analysts polled by FactSet 
expected lower adjusted 
earnings of 15 cents per 
share on revenue of $1.51 
billion. 

“We enter 2013 with good 
momentum and will con- 


$65.7 billion, a 19 percent 
improvement from $54.9 
billion in 2011. 

For the year, its global ve¬ 
hicle sales increased to 2.2 
million, an 18 percent in¬ 
crease from 1.9 million the 
prior year, and its market 
share in the United States 
improved to 11.2 percent, 
up from 10.5 percent a 
year earlier. 

Sergio Marchionne, who is 
chief executive of Chrys¬ 
ler and Fiat, said the turn¬ 
around at Chrysler is gain¬ 
ing momentum because 
of solid sales of core prod¬ 
ucts such as the Ram pick¬ 
up and Jeep Grand Cher¬ 
okee. 

Marchionne forecast con¬ 
tinued improvement for 
Chrysler this year. He said 
the company expects net 
income of $2.2 billion in 
2013, on revenue of $72 bil¬ 
lion or higher. 

Chrysler’s 2011 earnings 
were depressed by $551 
million in payments to the 
U.S. and Canadian gov¬ 
ernments to retire debt as¬ 
sociated with its bailout. □ 


tinue to invest to achieve 
our mission and become 
a stronger, more valuable 
company,” said CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg in a statement. 
Facebook’s biggest chal¬ 
lenge lies in mobile devic¬ 
es. Most Facebook users 
access it using a mobile 
phone or tablet computer, 
yet the 9-year-old com¬ 
pany only started showing 
mobile ads about 9 months 
ago. “I think more people 
are starting to understand 
mobile is a great oppor¬ 
tunity for us,” Zuckerberg 
told analysts in a confer¬ 
ence call. “ It allows us to 
reach more people, we 
have more engagement 
from the people we reach 
and I think we will be able 
to make more money for 
each minute people spend 
with us on ... mobile devic¬ 
es.” Facebook has been 
trying to squeeze in more 
mobile adverting without 
alienating users who are 
more interested in convers¬ 
ing with their friends than 
being subjected to a mar¬ 
keting blitz. □ 



Fed says pause 
is temporary, 
stimulus stays 


M. CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

The Federal Reserve said 
Wednesday that the U.S. 
economy “paused" in re¬ 
cent months because of 
temporary factors and re¬ 
affirmed its commitment to 
try to stimulate growth by 
keeping borrowing costs 
low for the foreseeable fu¬ 
ture. 

The Fed took no new ac¬ 
tion at its two-day policy 
meeting. 

But it stood behind aggres¬ 
sive steps it launched in 
December to try to reduce 
unemployment, in a state¬ 
ment released after the 
meeting. 

In December, the Fed said 
it would keep its key short¬ 
term interest rate at a re¬ 
cord low at least until un¬ 
employment falls below 6.5 
percent. Unemployment is 
currently 7.8 percent. 

And the Fed said it would 
keep buying $85 billion a 
month in Treasurys and 
mortgage bonds to try to 
keep borrowing costs low 
and encourage spending. 
The Fed’s decision to con¬ 
tinue its stimulus programs 
was largely expected and 
had little impact on stock 
and bond prices. 

Earlier in the day, the Com¬ 
merce Department said 
the economy unexpect¬ 
edly shrank at an annual 
rate of 0.1 percent from 
October through Decem¬ 
ber. The first quarterly drop 
in growth since the final 
months of the Great Reces¬ 
sion was mainly because 
companies restocked at 
a slower rate and the gov¬ 
ernment slashed defense 
spending. 

In its statement, the Fed 
said “economic activity 
paused in recent months, 
in large part because of 
weather-related disrup¬ 
tions and other transitory 
factors.” 

Despite the slowdown, the 
statement noted that hiring 
continued to expand at a 
moderate pace, consum¬ 
er spending and business 
investment increased and 
the housing sector showed 
further improvement. □ 



Chrysler says its profit jumped to $1.7 billion in 2012 as sales 
rose 18 percent. Chrysler's profit was nine times higher than the 
$183 million recorded in 2011. 

(AP Photo/Seth Perlman) 


Facebook 4Q results surpass expectations 



Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg speaks at Facebook head¬ 
quarters in Menlo Park, Calif. 

(AP Photo/Jeff Chiu) 
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Stocks drop, economy puts brakes on rally 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A re¬ 
minder that the U.S. econo¬ 
my still remains a long way 
from being fully healed 
after the Great Recession 
put the brakes on a Janu¬ 
ary rally that has pushed 
stocks close to record lev¬ 
els. The Standard & Poor’s 
500 logged its biggest drop 
of the year. 

Stocks started the day low¬ 
er after a report showed 
that the U.S. economy un¬ 
expectedly contracted 
in the fourth quarter. That 
decline extended after the 
Federal Reserve said that 
it would continue its bond¬ 
buying program to boost 
growth. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average fell 44 points, or 
0.3 percent, to close at 
13,910.42, logging only its 
second decline in nine 
days. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
fell 6 points, or 0.4 percent, 
to 1,501.96, its biggest de¬ 
cline since Dec. 28. The 
Nasdaq composite fell 11 
points to 3,142.31. 

The U.S. economy shrank 
from October through De¬ 
cember for the first time 
since the recession ended, 
hurt by the biggest cut in 
defense spending in 40 
years, fewer exports and 
sluggish growth in com¬ 
pany stockpiles, the Com¬ 
merce Department said 
Wednesday. 

The Fed acknowledged 


that the economy is still 
struggling to regain mo¬ 
mentum, in a statement it 
released Wednesday af¬ 
ternoon following its two- 
day meeting, saying that 
growth had “paused in 


recent months.” The cen¬ 
tral bank took no new ac¬ 
tion and said it would keep 
buying $85 billion of bonds 
a month as part of its plan 
to keep borrowing costs 
low to spur growth. 

“The Fed didn’t really say 
anything out of the ordi¬ 
nary, so you got the reac¬ 
tion you should've had 
in the morning,” said Joe 
Saluzzi a co-founder at bro¬ 
kerage firm Themis Trading. 
“When you’ve spent this 
much money trying to prop 
up an economy and you 


still come up with a nega¬ 
tive print, that’s bad news.” 
Still, stocks remain on track 
for a great January. 

The Dow Jones average 
has surged 6.2 percent 
since the start of the year. 


climbing close to 14,000 
and within touching dis¬ 
tance of its record level. 
The S&P 500 has gained 5.3 
percent this month, close 
to its highest level in more 
than five years. 

Investors bought stocks af¬ 
ter lawmakers reached a 
deal to avoid the “fiscal 
cliff” and on optimism the 
U.S. housing market is re¬ 
covering and the jobs mar¬ 
ket is slowly healing. 

U.S. gross domestic prod¬ 
uct, the volume of all 
goods and services pro¬ 


duced, contracted at an 
annual rate of 0.1 percent 
in the fourth quarter. That’s 
a sharp slowdown from the 
3.1 percent growth rate in 
the July-September quar¬ 
ter. 

“To ignore this is folly,” said 
Doug Cote, chief market 
strategist at ING Investment 
Management. “Certainly, 
this market could continue 
to move forward, but ig¬ 
noring the fundamentals is 
not something I'd counsel 
my clients to do." 

Positive company earnings 
reports helped offset the 
disappointing news about 
the economy and stem a 
bigger decline. 

Amazon jumped $12.41, or 
4.8 percent, to $272.76 after 
the world’s biggest online 
retailer showed improving 
profit margins when it post¬ 
ed fourth-quarter earnings 
late Tuesday. Boeing, cur¬ 
rently scrambling to fix bat¬ 
tery problems that have 
grounded its 787 Dreamlin¬ 
er planes, gained 94 cents, 
or 1.3 percent, to $74.59 
after it reported earnings 
that beat analysts' expec¬ 
tations. Rising profits from 
commercial jets offset a 
smaller profit from defense 
work. 

A private survey showed 
Wednesday that U.S. busi¬ 
nesses increased hiring in 
January compared with a 
revised December read¬ 
ing. Payroll processor ADP 
said that employers added 
192,000 jobs in January.Q 


Time Inc. cuts 
500 people, 6% 
of workforce 

NEW YORK (AP) — Time 
Inc., the magazine unit 
of Time Warner Inc., says 
it is cutting 6 percent of 
its global staff of 8,000, or 
about 500 people. 

The cuts began Wednes¬ 
day and will affect domes¬ 
tic and international work¬ 
ers. In a memo to staff, 
Time CEO Laura Lang said 
the company must be¬ 
come leaner, more nimble, 
and operate on multiple 
platforms. She said operat¬ 
ing more efficiently will cre¬ 
ate room for critical invest¬ 
ments and new initiatives. 
The unit publishes maga¬ 
zines such as Fortune, In- 
Style, People, Real Simple, 
Sports Illustrated and Time. 
Time Warner is expected 
to release its fourth-quarter 
earnings next Wednesday. 
In recent years. Time Inc. 
has been a drag on corpo¬ 
rate-level results and rev¬ 
enue from the magazine 
unit hasn't recovered from 
the recession as advertis¬ 
ers continue to shift money 
out of print formats and 
onto digital ones. In 2008, 
the publishing division took 
in $4.6 billion in revenue, 
the same year it booked 
a one-time impairment 
charge that resulted $6.6 
billion loss for the unit. 
According to a survey by 
FactSet, analysts expect 
Time Inc.'s magazines to 
post 2012 revenue of $3.5 
billion when the company 
releases financial results 
next week. □ 





A television screen in a post on the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange shows the decision of the Federal Reserve, Wednes¬ 
day, Jan. 30,2013. The Federal Reserve says growth “paused” in 
recent months and reaffirmed its commitment to boost a slug¬ 
gish U.S. economy by keeping borrowing cheap for the foresee¬ 
able future. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 


P 

1 

G 



7 

R 

A 

T 

E 


T 

A 

F 

T 

O 

D 

0 

r| 


N 

O 

S 

E 

S 


U 

G 

L 

Y 

P 

L 

E 

A 

1 

s 

A 

1 

N 

T 


R 

E 

A 

P 

■ 

k 

S 

P 

L 

A 

N 

A 

D 

E 


[B 

D 

G 

E 

1 

■ 


P 

A 

N 

S 


ri" 

Y 

il 


1 

M 

P 

E 

D 

d 



A 

M 

E 

K 

\E 

S 

S 

D 

A 

1 

R 

Y 


[r 

r 

0 

P 

E 

S 


A 

T 

E 

A 

N 

N 

S 


r 

0 

R 

E 

D 


F 

R 

A 

W 

H 

O 

E 


r 

E 

A 

R 

S 


F 

A 

N 

T 

E 

O 

R 

d 

[l 

N 

A 

R 

d 


[b 

O 

S 

S 

E 

D 


\c_ 

U 



r 

1 

G 

- 



1 

C 

A 

P 

E 


r 

P 

p 

E 

A 

S 


lY 


1 

A 

R 

E 

A 


B 

E 

A 

R 

S 

1 

‘ 

E 

A 

T 

S 

M 

O 

G 


L 

E 

A 

V 

E 



A 

L 

A 

T 

Y 

N 

E 


E 

R 

R 

E 

D 



■ 

E 

T 


1/31/13 

(c) 2013 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 

All Rights Reserved. 


ACROSS 

1 Ballerina’s skirt 

5 “On Top of Old 

10 Permanent skin 
mark 

14 Mocks 

15 TV’s_Mandel 

16 Gray wolf 

17 Musical sound 

18 In the course of 
time 

20 Connecting 
word 

21 _ back; 
reimbursed 

22 Computer’s 
memory units 

23 Make joyous 

25 Pesci or Biden 

26 Make _ start; 
begin again 

28 Not smooth; 
rough 

31 Couches 

32 Root beer _; 
ice cream treat 

34 Facial twitch 

36 Wrought _; 
fence material 

37 Actor _ Keith 

38 Manufactured 

39 Hustle & bustle 

40 Say hi to 

41 Went out with 

42 Gazed 

44 Contemptuous 
writing 

45 Uncooked 

46 Digs for ore 

47 Flock member 

50 Loose robe of 
old Rome 

51 Afternoon hour 

54 Link 

57 Competed 

58 Actor Alan _ 

59 Pretty woman 
at the ball 

60 Frosted 

61 State of 
disarray 

62 Coleslaw or 
tossed greens 

63 Invites 

DOWN 

1 Casual farewell 


2 Perched on 
top of 

3 Rookie; novice 

4 _ up; spend 

5 Sword case 

6 Film 

7 Was obligated 

8 Relatives 

9 Up until now 

10 Assassin 

11 Young horse 

12 Qualified 

13 Rogers & Clark 
19 WWI1 German 

submarine 
21 _ away; die 

24 Slender; thin 

25 St. _ of Arc 

26 Oman’s 
continent 

27 Gerald & Betty 

28 Outer garment 

29 Collection of 
numerical data 

30 Sea duck with 
soft down 

32 Dancer Astaire 

33 Fib 

35 Relinquish 


37 Make beer 

38 Spouse 

40 Concord or 
ruby seedless 

41 Plato or Delany 

43 Amphitheaters 

44 Endorsed 

46 Money, slangily 

47 Fraud 


48 Doughnut center 

49 Finales 

50 Cash register 

52 Seven days 

53 Chances 

55 Major network 

56 Coffee 
alternative 

57 By way of 
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Classifieds 


FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 

La Cabana Beach and Raquet Club 
1 br wk 4 Room 242 A (sat. chekin) 
ocean view Price: $9500 
Call: (297)562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 years exp. free listing 

198701A 

FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 
Renaissance Suites 
1 br wk 5 Room 2315 pool ocean view 
$ 10,000 

Call: (297)562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 years exp. free listing 

_198701B 

FOR SALE 

Palma Real Condo 

3 bdrm 3 bath private community 
swimming pool close to the Palm 
Beach $270,000 
Call: (297)562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 years exp. free listing 

_ 198701c 

FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 
Occidental Grand 

1 br deluxe ocean view $12,000 

2 br deluxe ocean view $22,000 

3 br 3 bath ocean view $40,000 
all weeks are wk 2/17 
optional all inclusive 

Call: (297)562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 years exp. free listing 

_198701D 

FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 

Marriott Surf Club 

3 br platinum ocean view 

price: $30,000 

Call: (297)562-0712 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

26 years exp. free listing 

_198701E 

FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 
Divi Links Golf 
wk 50/8 1 br Room 4225 
wk 6/7/8 Stu Room 4226 

1 br $8000, studio $7,000 
Call: (297)562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 years exp. free listing 

198701J 

FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 
Amsterdam Manor 

2 br week 1/52 all 52 weeks 
ocean view room 213 
price $350,000 

Call: (297)562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 years exp. free listing 

_198701H 

ST^fP 

VI Blanca Agi-iinr-l Woman 


FOR SALE 

Occasion, 2 weeks for sale 

prime location in Paradise Beach 
Villas, 3 floor, ocean pool view, 1 
bd spacios rooms sleeps 4, 
sun -sun week 2 room 322 week 3 
room 324 will sell $18,200.00 
e-mail: harpistsylvia@gmail.com 
Ph. in USA 718-5441356 

198522 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $8500 per week 
week 2 one bedroom ocean and 
pool view $5000 
call room 207 jan. 12-19 
e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

198395A 


FOR SALE 
Beach Villas 
at the Divi Phoenix 

wk7 unit# 640 & 641 

2 bedr 3 bath 35 years left 
$36,000.00 

Call Mary at 565-8713 or 
e-mail: macalh@aol.com 

198536 

FOR SALE 

House For Sale by owner 

close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land, smart electricity, hot water, 
price reduce $150,000 
for more inf. 594-6639 

198543 

FOR SALE 

Casa del Mar 

Room 1216-2 bedroom 
presidential week 4+5 
Contact at Casa del Mar 582-7000 
ask for Martin or Marsha 
Room 1119 from Jan 30 th to Feb. 2th 
Room 1407 from Feb. 2th to Feb. 23th 
E-mail: mjb123@earthlink.net 

_198543 

FOR RENT 

Divi Dutch Village 

weeks 2-3-4 Studio 
$1,100 per week sleeps 4 
Contact: Maxine #93 

198549 

FOR SALE 

Time Share by owner 

La Cabana, weeks 5,6 and 7 

1 br418 C 

Sunday check in stunning 
ocean and pool view 
seaandbeercomcast.net 
or call Charlie at La Cabana 
Room 418C 
$10,000 per week 

198707 

FOR SALE 

Oceania Condo 

3 bdr 3 bath on the Eagle Beach 
Price $750,000 

Call: (297)562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 years exp. free listing 

198701G 


FOR RENT 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 

weeks 4+5, ocean pool view 
contact: 583-6000 Rm 2527 
Afte Feb. 9 contact US 
(207) 723-9581 

198549 

FOR SALE 

wk7 Presidential wk large luxury 
studio Divi Golf + beach rm 2105 
ground affinity pool patio all 
amenities $5950 
Rental $875 
508-651-0016 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
local until 1/21 565-9394 

198392 


FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 2014 

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $1200 per week 
week 2 one bedroom pool ocean 
view $1000 per week 
call room 207 jan. 12-19 
e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

198395 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

1 Bedroom, garden view 
week 2 $4200 

1 bedroom ocean/ pool view 
week 3 $6500 

Contact Paradise Beach Villas 
297-587-400 Room 222 Jan 19-26 
Room 109 Jan 26- Feb.1 
e-mail: chumsley@verizon.net 

198508 

GOLD COAST 

2 Villa home available! 

long term rental leases 
price: $2800 $3500 USD / month 
new villa home has all amenities 
593-3956 

fordsteventodd@gmail.com 

_ 19853 8 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

$4200 per wk 
1 bdr wk 3+4 
call Richard Dooley 
297-5874000 Rm 204 
dickdooley@hotmail.com 
US 267-240-5116 after 2-1 

198535 


Paradise Beach Villas 

For Rent $850 / week 
1 br Feb. 16-23 
1 br Feb. 23-March 2 
For Sale 

Wk 3 - 2br $4,000 
wk 4 - 2br $4,000 
info@arubadirectdeals.com 
732-2788 

_ 198545 

FOR RENT 

Casa del Mar 

week 11 Mar. 16-23/12-16 

Call 587-1234 

E-mail: pelapierre@aol.com 

198548 


Christmas & New Year 
weeks 2013 

2 x one bedroom timeshare suite 
for rent in Aruba for wk 51 and wk 
52 for 2013 
contact: 

execsun2000@yahoo.com 

_ 198169 

FOR SALE 
Timeshare for sale 

2 wks at the Marriott Aruba Surf 
Club 2 Br/2 B lock out unit 
Platinum time -ocean view 
NDZ1543@verison.net 
732-6687448 (US) 

_ 19799 6 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance Aruba Beach 
Resort 

wk 2 unit 2309 
wk 4 unit 2343 

both with pool and ocean views 
(508) 224-7575 (USA) 
e-mail: odomirok@msn.com 

198397 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

weeks 5,6,7,8 & 9 
1st floor pool side 
8500 per wk 

USA Dorothy 623 933 7554 
or barry 360 546 0788 

198526 


FOR RENT 

weeks 5&6 Jan 31-Feb 13 2014 
one bedr ocean front Riu 
$1390 per week 
Aruba cell. 566-7433 
US 336-953-4241 

198398 


FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Rm 1111 Presidential Suite 
wk 1+2 $17,000 per week 
contact (Aruba) 560-1288 
until 2/1/13 
(USA) 203-483-5700 
E-mail: costelli@snet.net 

_198362 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance Ocean View 

wk 1 -137 $10,500 

wk 16 two weeks to Rent 

$1000 a week 

Call 1-781-760-1048 (cell) 

1-781-324-8130 

Joe or Mary Summers 

114364 

Paradise Beach Villas 

week 2+3 quiet / garden view 

1 bedr, 1 bath, sleeps 4 
$4,200.00 per week 

Call Rm 111 until Feb 2 or contact by 
e-mail: tparady@snet.net 

198509 

FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 

Every thing’s included in this 2 br 

2 Vz bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 

or call 562-0735 free pick up 

198542 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


ORANJESTAD 


31 January 

Dr. Habibe 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Kibrahacha Tel: 582-2007 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Aloe Tel: 584-4606 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


OlES * 1 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 


Services 


Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 


CRUISE SHIP 




Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 


Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 


Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 


Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 


Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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IBM sends Watson to NY college to boost its skills 



Jim Hendler, who heads the computer science department 
at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, poses next to the the su¬ 
percomputer Watson at the Computational Center for Nano¬ 
technology Innovations on Tuesday, Jan. 29, 2013, in Troy, N.Y. 
Associated Press 


MICHAEL HILL 

Associated Press 

TROY, New York (AP) — 

Watson, the supercom¬ 
puter famous for beating 
the world’s best human 
“Jeopardy!” champions, is 
going to college. IBM is an¬ 
nouncing Wednesday that 
it will provide a Watson 
system to Rensselaer Poly¬ 
technic Institute, in New 
York state, the first time the 
computer is being sent to 
a university. Just like the 
flesh-and-blood students 
who will work on it, Watson 
is leaving home to sharpen 
its skills. Course work will in¬ 
clude English and math. 
“It’s a big step for us,” said 
Michael Henesey, IBM’s 
vice president of business 
development. “We con¬ 
sider it absolutely strate¬ 
gic technology for IBM in 
the future. And we want 
to evolve it, of course, 
thoughtfully, but also in 
collaboration with the 
best and brightest in aca¬ 
demia.” 

Watson is a cognitive sys¬ 
tem that can process mas¬ 
sive amounts of data, in¬ 


cluding natural language. 
To beat “Jeopardy!” cham¬ 
pions in 2011, it was fed the 
contents of encyclopedias, 
dictionaries, books, news 
dispatches and movie 
scripts. For its medical work, 
it takes in medical text¬ 
books and journals. After it 
takes in data, Watson can 
provide information like 
a “Jeopardy!” answer, a 
medical diagnosis or an es¬ 


timate of financial risk. 

IBM, which provided a 
grant to RPI to operate 
Watson for three years, sees 
it as a way to help it boost 
the computer’s cognitive 
capabilities. 

Artificial intelligence re¬ 
searchers at RPI want to 
do things like improve Wat¬ 
son's mathematical ability 
and help it quickly figure 
out the meaning of new 


or made-up words. They 
want to improve its abil¬ 
ity to handle the torrent of 
images, videos and emails 
on the Web, the sort of un¬ 
structured information that 
is overwhelmingly fueling 
the data boom. 

For Selmer Bringsjord, who 
heads RPI’s department 
of cognitive science, get¬ 
ting a crack at Watson is 
like a car aficionado be¬ 
ing tossed the keys to a 
souped-up Lamborghini. 
Bringsjord said he and his 
graduate students could 
potentially focus on provid¬ 
ing Watson with a deeper 
understanding of the struc¬ 
ture of sentences and how 
dialogues unfold. “If I can 
make a tiny, tiny contribu¬ 
tion in that direction, given 
how historic the system 
is. I'd be very happy and 
I think my graduate stu¬ 
dents would be as well,” 
Bringsjord said. The original 
Watson remains at IBM’s 
Research Headquarters in 
Westchester County, about 
100 miles south of the 
school. RPI has hardware 
fully dedicated to running 


the system’s software at its 
supercomputing center in 
the Rensselaer Tech Park 
near the school. RPI's ver¬ 
sion of Watson has 15 tera¬ 
bytes of memory, enough 
to store a massive library. It 
will allow 20 users to access 
the system at once. IBM 
has worked collaboratively 
with other outside institu¬ 
tions on Watson, such as 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center in New York 
City, New York-based Citi¬ 
group Inc. and the Cleve¬ 
land Clinic. But this is the 
first time hardware fully 
dedicated to running the 
Watson software is being 
installed at a college. 
Officials with IBM and RPI 
say Watson’s college ten¬ 
ure also will prepare RPI 
students for jobs in cogniti- 
vescience and “big data,” 
a field where demand is 
quickly outpacing supply. 
John Kolb, RPI's chief in¬ 
formation officer, said he 
would like the next genera¬ 
tion of the school’s tech¬ 
nology graduates “to help 
IBM take Watson to the 
next level.”□ 


cargo airship being built in California 



Aerospace engineer Munir Jojo works in the cockpit of the 
Aeroscraft airship, a high-tech prototype airship, in a World War 
ll-era hangar in Tustin, Calif., Thursday, Jan. 24, 2013. 

Associated Press 


High-tech 

RAQUEL MARIA DILLON 
Associated Press 
TUSTIN, California (AP) — 

The massive, blimp-like air¬ 
craft flies but just barely, 
hovering off a military han¬ 
gar floor during flight test¬ 
ing south of Los Angeles. 

Still, the fact that the hulk¬ 
ing Aeroscraft could fly 
for just a few minutes rep¬ 
resents a step forward in 
aviation, according to the 
engineers who developed 
it. The U.S. Department 
of Defense and the U.S. 
space agency NASA have 


invested $35 million in the 
prototype because of its 
potential to one day carry 
more cargo than any other 
aircraft to disaster zones 
and forward military bases. 
“I realized that I put a little 
dot in the line of aviation 
history. A little dot for some¬ 
thing that has never been 
demonstrated before, now 
it’s feasible,” said flight 
control engineer Munir Jo- 
jo-Verge. 

The airship must go through 
several more rounds of 
flight testing before it could 


be used in a disaster zone 
or anywhere else. The first 
major flight test took place 
Jan. 3. 

The biggest challenge for 
engineers is making sure 
the airship will be able to 
withstand high winds and 
other extreme weather 
conditions, Jojo-Verge 
said. 

Worldwide Aeros, the com¬ 
pany that developed the 
aircraft, said it also must se¬ 
cure more funding for the 
next round of flight testing, 
but is hopeful the Defense 
Department and others will 
step in again as investors. 
The company says the 
cargo airship's potential to 
carry more cargo more ef¬ 
ficiently than ever before 
would provide the U.S. mili¬ 
tary with an advantage on 
the battlefield and greater 
capacity to save more lives 
during natural disasters. 

The lighter-than-air vehicle 
is not a blimp or a zeppelin 
because it has a rigid struc¬ 
ture made out of ultra-light 


carbon fiber and aluminum 
underneath its high-tech 
Mylar skin. Inside, balloons 
hold the helium that gives 
the vehicle lift. Unlike hy¬ 
drogen, the gas used in 
the Hindenburg airship that 
crashed in 1937, helium is 
not flammable. 

The airship functions like a 
submarine, releasing air to 
rise and taking in air to de¬ 


scend, said Aeros mechan¬ 
ical engineer Tim Kenny. It 
can take off vertically, like 
a helicopter, then change 
its buoyancy to become 
heavier than air for landing 
and unloading. 

“You could take this vehi¬ 
cle and go to destinations 
that have been destroyed, 
where there’s no ports, no 
runways, stuff like that. □ 
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Patty Andrews of Andrews 
sisters dead at 94 



Lindsay Lohan appears 
in court, trial delayed 



Lindsay Lohan, third from left, her mother Dina Lohan, right, her 
new attorney Mark Heller, second from left, leave a Los Ange¬ 
les court, Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2013, in a case filed over the 
actress’ car crash last June. 

Associated Press 


BOB THOMAS 
Associated Press Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Patty 
Andrews, the last surviving 
member of the singing An¬ 
drews Sisters trio whose hits 
such as the rollicking “Boo¬ 
gie Woogie Bugle Boy of 
Company B” and the poi¬ 
gnant “I Can Dream, Can’t 
I?” captured the home- 
front spirit of World War II, 
died Wednesday. She was 
94. Andrews died of natu¬ 
ral causes at her home in 
the Los Angeles suburb 
of Northridge, said family 
spokesman Alan Eichler in 
a statement. 

Patty was the Andrews in 
the middle, the lead singer 
and chief clown, whose 
raucous jitterbugging de¬ 
lighted American service¬ 
men abroad and audi¬ 
ences at home.She could 
also deliver sentimental 
ballads like “I’ll Be with You 
in Apple Blossom Time” 


with a sincerity that caused 
hardened soldiers far from 
home to weep. 

From the late 1930s through 
the 1940s, the Andrews 
Sisters produced one hit 
record after another, be¬ 
ginning with “Bei Mir Bist 
Du Schoen” in 1937 and 
continuing with “Beat Me 
Daddy, Eight to the Bar,” 
"Rum and Coca-Cola” 
and more. They recorded 
more than 400 songs and 
sold over 80 million records, 
several of them gold (over 
a million copies). 

Other sisters, notably the 
Boswells, had become fa¬ 
mous as singing acts, but 
mostly they huddled be¬ 
fore a microphone in close 
harmony. The Andrews 
Sisters — LaVerne, Maxene 
and Patty — added a new 
dimension. During breaks in 
their singing, they cavorted 
about the stage in rhythm 
to the music. □ 


anthony McCartney 

AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Lind¬ 
say Lohan briefly appeared 
in court Wednesday for the 
first time in nearly a year 
and left with a new attor¬ 
ney, new trial date and 
new judge. 

Superior Court Judge 
Stephanie Sautner shook 
her head when she saw 
Lohan seated with her at¬ 
torney, just months after 
the judge had warned the 
“Liz and Dick" star to grow 
up and stay out of trouble. 
The actress was required 
to attend the pretrial hear¬ 
ing involving three misde¬ 
meanor counts filed after a 
car crash last summer. Lo¬ 
han has pleaded not guilty 
to lying to police, reckless 
driving and obstructing of¬ 
ficers from performing their 
duties. 

Sautner previously sent her 
to jail, placed her under 
house arrest and forced 
her to perform morgue 
cleanup duty in another 
case. 

Sautner warned Lohan on 
Wednesday that she could 
face jail time for a possible 
probation violation, even 
if she is acquitted of the 
counts filed after her sports 
car crashed into a dump 
truck. 

Lohan was on probation 
at the time of the wreck 


and could be sentenced 
to 245 days in jail if a judge 
determines her actions in 
the crash were a violation 
of her sentence in a theft 
case. 

Sautner, however, won’t 
be handling Lohan’s up¬ 
coming case. The judge 
said she is retiring before 
the next court hearing on 
March 1. Lohan will not 
be required to attend that 
hearing. 

Lohan’s new trial date is 
March 18. 

Lohan was accompanied 
to court by her new attor¬ 
ney, Mark Heller, who said 


he wanted to get the case 
resolved as quickly as pos¬ 
sible. The judge quipped 
that it would only solve 
her legal trouble “on this 
coast” — a reference to 
her two arrests in New York 
since being released from 
supervised probation in Los 
Angeles in March. 

No charges have been 
filed in those cases. 

Heller, a New York attor¬ 
ney, was granted permis¬ 
sion to handle Lohan’s 
California cases. He said 
he was meeting with pros¬ 
ecutors to determine how 
to proceed.□ 


Nabors on marrying partner: ‘Just wanted it legal’ 


OSKAR GARCIA 
Associated Press 
HONOLULU (AP) — Actor 
Jim Nabors says marrying 
his longtime male partner 
doesn’t change anything 
about their relationship — 
he just wanted it to be for¬ 
mally acknowledged. 

The 82-year-old actor best 
known as Gomer Pyle in 
“The Andy Griffith Show” 
told The Associated Press 
on Wednesday that he just 
wanted the marriage to 
be legal. Nabors married 
64-year-old Stan Cadwal- 
lader in Seattle on Jan. 
15. Nabors says they have 
been partners for 38 years. 


Nabors says they flew from 
Honolulu just for the short 
ceremony and were mar¬ 
ried in a hotel room by a 
judge friend who drove up 
from Olympia, Washington. 
Nabors says he's not an ac¬ 
tivist but feels strongly that 
everyone should be able 
to choose who they spend 
their life with. 

News of Nabors’ marriage 
was first reported by Hawaii 
News Now. 

The couple met in 1975 
when Cadwallader was a 
Honolulu firefighter. 

“I’m 82 and he's in his 60s 
and so we've been togeth¬ 
er for 38 years and I'm not 



Jim Nabors is seen in charac¬ 
ter for his role of Gomer Pyle in 
this 1966 file photo. 
Associated Press 

ashamed of people know¬ 
ing, it's just that it was such 


a personal thing, I didn’t 
tell anybody,” Nabors said. 
“I'm very happy that I’ve 
had a partner of 38 years 
and I feel very blessed. 
And, what can I tell you. 
I'm just very happy.” 
Nabors said he's been 
open about his homosex¬ 
uality to co-workers and 
friends but never acknowl¬ 
edged it to the media be¬ 
fore. He doesn’t plan to 
get involved in the issue 
politically. 

“I'm not a debater. And 
everybody has their own 
opinion about this and ac¬ 
tually I’m not an activist, so 
I've never gotten involved 


in any of this,” Nabors told 
Hawaii News Now. 

Nabors became an instant 
success when he joined 
“The Andy Griffith Show” 
in spring 1963. The charac¬ 
ter of Gomer Pyle — the 
unworldly, lovable gas 
pumper who would ex¬ 
claim “Gollllll-ly!” — proved 
so popular that in 1964 CBS 
starred him in “Gomer Pyle, 
U.S.M.C.” 

In the spinoff, which lasted 
five seasons, Gomer left his 
hometown of Mayberry to 
become a Marine recruit. 
His innocence confound¬ 
ed his sergeant, the irasci¬ 
ble Frank Sutton. □ 
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This Oct. 11, 2012 file photo shows singer Barbra Streisand per¬ 
forming at the Barclays Center in the Brooklyn borough of New 

York. 

Associated Press 

Barbra Streisand will 
sing at the Oscars 


NEW YORK (AP) — Barbra 
Streisand will perform at the 
Oscars next month, the first 
time she’s performed dur¬ 
ing an Academy Awards 
broadcast in 36 years. 
Streisand won the Acad¬ 
emy Award for best origi¬ 
nal song for “Evergreen” in 
1977. 

She also sang the theme 
from “A Star Is Born" that 
night. 

She won the Oscar for best 


actress for 1968’s “Funny 
Girl.” 

The Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences 
also announced Wednes¬ 
day that British singer Adele 
will perform at the Oscars. 
She and producer Paul Ep- 
worth are nominated for 
best original song for the 
James Bond theme song, 
“Skyfall." 

The 85th Academy Awards 
air live Feb. 24 on ABC.Q 



In this July 28,2011 file photo, actor Kevin Connolly, left, and ac¬ 
tor Adrian Grenier speak during The Television Critics Associa¬ 
tion 2011 Summer Press Tour in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 


‘Entourage’ crew to make 
leap to big-screen 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Vin¬ 
cent Chase and his en¬ 
tourage are jumping from 
the small screen to the big- 
screen. 

Warner Bros, confirmed 
Wednesday that a film ver¬ 
sion of HBO’s hit series “En¬ 
tourage” is in the works. 
Series creator Doug Ellin is 
writing and directing the 
film, which does not yet 
have a production start 
date or release date. The 


studio also has not finalized 
the cast. 

“Entourage” ran for eight 
seasons and followed the 
Hollywood exploits of hot 
young actor Vince (Adrian 
Grenier) and his inner cir¬ 
cle, including Kevin Con¬ 
nolly as his manager, Kevin 
Dillon as his brother, Jerry 
Ferrara as an old neighbor¬ 
hood friend and Jeremy 
Piven as his slick super- 
agent.Q 


‘30 Rock’: Ending a 7-season 
marathon of mirth 



This image released by NBC shows Tina Fey as Liz Lemon, left, and Jane Krakowski as Jenna 
Maroney in a scene from the series finale of “30 Rock,” airing Thursday, Jan. 31, 2013 on NBC. 

Associated Press 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — You 

want resolution on the “30 
Rock” finale? 

You’re gonna get it. Sort of. 
At least, the sort befitting 
“30 Rock,” with its loopy 
storytelling mixed with joy 
in spoofing the culture of 
TV. 

Closure, if that's what it 
is, comes in a two-minute 
postscript on this hour epi¬ 
sode (airing Thursday at 
8 p.m. EST on NBC). But 
maybe you should just stop 
reading right now, you “30 
Rock” purists who don't 
want to know what hap¬ 
pens or might seem to hap¬ 
pen, however wacked-out 
and ironic it may be. 
Which, among other 
things, includes this sly 
touch: a reference to the 
snowglobe revelation with 
which the medical drama 
“St. Elsewhere” famously 
concluded a quarter-cen¬ 
tury ago. 

But there’s more. Just be¬ 
fore the final fade-out, NBC 
President Kenneth the for¬ 
mer Page (Jack McBrayer) 
is pitched a new comedy 
series taking place right 
there at network head¬ 
quarters, 30 Rock. 

Hmmm. This is no ending. 
It's a Mobius strip. 

The comic coda suggests 
where many of the char¬ 


acters might be a year 
from now. But that's not the 
point of the finale, which 
mostly wants to have fun. 
And does. 

This last yahoo of “30 Rock” 
after seven brilliant seasons 
takes delight in tracking 
the unraveling of its char¬ 
acters as the show-within- 
the-show, “TGS,” comes 
to an end with its own fi¬ 
nal broadcast. After that, 
of course, its producer, 
Liz Lemon (Tina Fey), its 
stars, Jenna Moroney and 
Tracy Jordan (Jane Kra¬ 
kowski and Tracy Morgan) 
and other members of 
the “TGS” staff will have to 
leave the cozy, kooky nest 
of 30 Rockefeller Plaza. The 
prospect of doing that ter¬ 
rifies them all. 

Meanwhile, Jack Donaghy 
(Alec Baldwin), the newly 
minted CEO of NBC parent 
Kabletown, is battling his 
own existential crisis. 

He has gotten the top job 
he wanted all his life. And 
as the ultimate Republi¬ 
can capitalist, he has even 
scored a lash-out from a 
treasured enemy, House 
Democratic Leader Nancy 
Pelosi. 

“Jack Donaghy is an eco¬ 
nomic war criminal,” Pe¬ 
losi is seen declaring on a 
cable news network. “If the 
Democratic Party controls 
Congress, I will see to it that 


he is punished in the worst 
way possible: by having to 
come down here and lis¬ 
ten to us." 

Even with total victory un¬ 
der his belt. Jack still feels 
unfulfilled. What else can 
he do? He resigns from the 
company and begins a 
journey to discover what 
might truly make him hap¬ 
py. Jack's despair includes 
the fear that he's lost Liz as 
a friend. 

“I don’t have that many 
people in my life,” he sobs 
to Jenna. “I spend Christ¬ 
mas alone in the Hamp¬ 
tons drinking Scotch and 
throwing firecrackers at 
Billy Joel’s dog.” 

Out of a job, Liz is miser¬ 
able as a stay-at-home 
mom of adopted twins. 
Conversely, her husband, 
Criss (played by guest star 
James Marsden), hates 
steady employment. 

“It's OK to want to work," 
he consoles Liz. “One of us 
has to. We just got it back¬ 
wards: You’re the dad.” 

“I do like ignoring your 
questions while I try to 
watch TV,” Liz agrees. 
(Interestingly, a year hence 
Liz is seen back at work 
producing a dumb sitcom 
with her children in tow. 
Where is hubby Criss?) 
During the finale, “30 Rock" 
doesn’t hesitate to snack 
on its own pastO 
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She’s (Rarely) The Boss 



NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
© 2013 New York Times 
DAVOS, Switzerland - It’s the 
annual conclave of the pre¬ 
sumed powerful, the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, with 
the wealthy flying in on private 
jets to discuss issues like global 
poverty. As always, it’s a sea of 
men. This year, female partici¬ 
pation is 17 percent. 

Perhaps that’s not surprising, 
considering that global business 
and political leaders are over¬ 
whelmingly male. In the U.S., 
only 17 percent of American 
Fortune 500 board seats are 
held by women, a mere 3 per¬ 
cent of board chairs are wom¬ 
en - and women are barely 
represented in President Barack 
Obama’s Cabinet. 

Indeed, I’m guessing that the 
average boardroom doesn’t 
have much better gender 
equality than a team of cave 
hunters attacking a woolly 
mammoth 30,000 years ago. 

So what gives? A provocative 
answer comes from Sheryl Sand¬ 
berg, the chief operating officer 
of Facebook, who has written a 
smart book due out in March 
that attributes the gender gap, 
in part, to chauvinism and cor¬ 
porate obstacles - but also, 
in part, to women who don’t 
aggressively pursue opportuni¬ 
ties. “We hold ourselves back 
in ways both big and small, by 
lacking self-confidence, by not 
raising our hands, and by pull¬ 
ing back when we should be 
leaning in,” Sandberg writes in 
the book, called “Lean In.” 

“We internalize the negative 
messages we get throughout 
our lives, the messages that 
say it’s wrong to be outspo¬ 
ken, aggressive, more powerful 
than men. We lower our own 
expectations of what we can 
achieve. We continue to do the 
majority of the housework and 
child care. We compromise our 
career goals to make room for 
partners and children who may 
not even exist yet.” 

Sandberg and I discussed the is¬ 
sue on a panel here in Davos, 
and I think that there is some¬ 
thing real and important in what 
she says. When I lecture at uni¬ 
versities, the first questions are in¬ 
variably asked by a man - even 
at a women’s college. When I 
point at someone in a crowd 
to ask a question, the women 
in the area almost always look 
at each other hesitantly - and 
any man in the vicinity jumps up 
and asks his question. 

A McKinsey survey published 
in April found that 36 percent 
of male employees at major 
companies aspired to be top 


executives, compared with 
18 percent of the women. A 
study of Carnegie Mellon MBA 
graduates in 2003 found that 57 
percent of the men, but only 7 
percent of the women, tried to 
negotiate a higher initial salary 
offer. 

Sandberg, one of the most 
prominent women in corpo¬ 
rate America, is not known as 
a shrinking violet. She confesses 
that when she was in elemen¬ 
tary school, she trained her 
younger brother and sister to 
follow her around, listen to her 
give speeches and periodically 
shout: “Right!” 

Yet she acknowledges that she 
has harbored many insecuri¬ 
ties, sometimes shedding tears 
at the office, as well as doubts 
about her juggling of work and 
family. 

When she joined Facebook as 
its No. 2, she was initially willing 
to accept the first offer from 
Mark Zuckerberg, the founder. 
She writes that her husband 
and brother-in-law hounded 
her to demand more, so she did 
- and got a better deal. 

“I am hoping that each woman 
will set her own goals and reach 
for them with gusto,” Sandberg 
writes. “And I am hoping that 
each man will do his part to 
support women in the work¬ 
place and in the home, also 
with gusto.” Yet I wish that there 
could be two versions of Sand¬ 
berg’s book. One marketed to 
young women would encour¬ 
age them to be more assertive. 
One marketed to men (and 
women already in leadership) 
would emphasize the need for 
structural changes to accom¬ 
modate women and families. 

Is Sandberg blaming the victim? 

I don’t think so, but I also don’t 
want to relax the pressure on 
employers to do a much better 
job of recruiting and promot¬ 
ing women. Nature and social 
mores together make mother¬ 
hood more all-consuming than 
fatherhood, yet the modern job 
was built for a distracted father. 
That’s not great for dads and 
can be just about impossible 
for moms - at least those who 
don’t have great wealth or ex¬ 
traordinary spouses. 

Sandberg famously leaves the 
office at 5:30 most days to be 
with her kids, but not many 
women (or men) would dare 
try that. Some people believe 
that women are more nurturing 
bosses, or that they offer more 
support to women below them. 
I’m skeptical. Women can be 
jerks as much as men. 

But we need more women in 
leadership positions for another 
reason: considerable evidence 
suggests that more diverse 
groups reach better decisions. 
Corporations should promote 
women not just out of fairness, 
but also because it helps them 
perform better. Lehman Bros, 
might still be around today if it 
were Lehman Bros. & Sisters. 

So, yes, let’s encourage young 
women to “lean in,” but let’s 
also change the workplace 
so that when they do lean in 
and assert themselves, we’re 
directly behind them shouting: 
“Right!” □ 



Fuzzy On Abortion And Feminism 



ROSS DOUTHAT 
© 2013 New York Times 

In 1942, 71 years before last 
week’s Pentagon decision al¬ 
lowing women on the front lines 
of combat, the U.S. government 
established the Women’s Army 
Corps, with Athena as its insig¬ 
nia, and welcomed our coun¬ 
try’s first female military recruits. 
One of these pioneering women 
was a corporal from Big Spring, 
Texas, named Nellie Gray. After 
the war ended, Gray finished 
college (with an assist from the 
Gl Bill) and moved to Washing¬ 
ton, where she worked for de¬ 
cades at the State Department 
and the Department of Labor, 
earning a law degree at night 
from Georgetown University 
along the way. Then the social 
upheavals of the 1970s arrived, 
the soldier-turned-bureaucrat- 
turned-lawyer helped found 
one of America’s most enduring 
mass movements, establishing 
an annual protest march that 
continues to the present day. 
That protest is the March for Life, 
the annual rally against Roe v. 
Wade. 

When she organized the first 
march, in January 1974, it drew 
20,000 anti-abortion marchers 
to the capital. On Friday, 40 
years after Roe and six months 
after Gray’s death at the age 
of 88, the marchers numbered 
in the tens or even hundreds of 
thousands. 

If she had chosen a different 
political cause, Gray’s trajec¬ 
tory - from soldier to working 
woman to professional activist 
- would be a case study for stu¬ 


dents of second-wave feminism. 
But the cause she did choose 
- and in whose service she is¬ 
sued strident attacks on “femi¬ 
nist abortionists” - has endured 
precisely because it has had a 
more complicated relationship 
to female advancement than 
some cultural stereotypes would 
suggest. 

Those stereotypes link the anti¬ 
abortion cause to traditionalist 
ideas about gender roles - to 
the belief that a woman’s place 
is in the home, or at least that 
her primary identity should be 
maternal rather than profes¬ 
sional. Writing in the Reagan 
era, the sociologist Kristin Luker 
argued that this dimension of 
the debate trumped the ques¬ 
tion of whether unborn human 
life has rights: “While on the sur¬ 
face it is the embryo’s fate that 
seems to be at stake, the abor¬ 
tion debate is actually about 
the meaning of women’s lives.” 
This remains a dominant pro- 
choice understanding of the 
abortion conflict - and not 
without reason, since it finds vin¬ 
dication to this day in the idiot 
“mansplaining” of amateur gy¬ 
necologists like Todd Akin. 

But such an understanding was 
too simplistic when Nellie Gray 
founded the March for Life, and 
it’s grown steadily less compel¬ 
ling with time. As Jon Shields of 
Claremont McKenna College 
pointed out last year, pro-life 
sentiment has been steady over 
the last four decades even as 
opposition to women in the 
work force (or the military, or the 
White House) has largely col¬ 
lapsed. 

Most anti-abortion Americans 
today are also gender egalitar¬ 
ians: indeed. Shields notes, pro¬ 
life attitudes toward women’s 
professional advancement 
have converged so quickly with 
pro-choice attitudes that “the 
average moderately pro-life 
citizen is a stronger supporter 
of gender equality than even 
the typical strongly pro-choice 
citizen was in the early 1980s.” 
Among the younger genera¬ 
tion, any “divide over women’s 
roles nearly disappears entirely.” 
The pro-life cause has proved 


unexpectedly resilient, in other 
words, not because millions of 
Americans are nostalgists for a 
world of stricter gender norms, 
but because they have con¬ 
vinced themselves that the op¬ 
portunities the feminist revolu¬ 
tion won for women can be 
sustained without unrestricted 
access to abortion. 

This conviction is crucial to un¬ 
derstanding why opinion on 
abortion has been a persis¬ 
tent exception to the liberal¬ 
izing cultural trends that have 
brought us gay marriage, medi¬ 
cal marijuana and now women 
in combat. It helps explain, too, 
why public opinion on the issue 
doesn’t break down along the 
gendered lines that many liber¬ 
als expect - why more women 
than men, for instance, told the 
latest Pew survey that abor¬ 
tion was “morally wrong” and 
(in smaller numbers) that Roe 
should be overturned. 

It also has long-term implications 
for how the abortion debate 
plays out. The best way to argue 
with a Todd Akin is to dismiss him 
as a chauvinist, a creep and the 
enemy of a more enlightened 
future. 

But the best pro-choice rebut¬ 
tal to the young idealists at the 
March for Life or the profes¬ 
sional women who lead today’s 
anti-abortion groups isn’t that 
they’re too reactionary - it’s 
that they’re too utopian, too 
radical, too naive. 

This means that the abortion- 
rights movement, once utopian 
in its own fashion, is now at its 
most effective when it speaks 
the language of necessary evils, 
warning Americans that while it 
might be pretty to think so, the 
equality they take for granted 
simply can’t be separated from 
a practice they find troubling. 
For its part, if the pro-life move¬ 
ment wants not only to endure 
but to triumph, then it needs an 
answer to this argument. That 
means something more than 
just a defense of a universal 
right to life. It means a realist’s 
explanation of how, in policy 
and culture, the feminist revolu¬ 
tion could be reformed without 
being repealed.□ 
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Louis Vuitton unveils chic and lively, 
Aruba-ready Summer 2013 collection 


ORANJESTAD - The sun¬ 
drenched colors of the 
Mediterranean were the 
inspiration for Louis Vuit¬ 
ton's Summer 2013 collec¬ 
tion. The infinite blue of a 
cloudless sky, the domed 
roof of a Greek island cha- 
pel.The immaculate white 
of a painted wall, against 
which the deep pink of a 
trailing bougainvillea ap¬ 
pears still more dazzling. 
Blue, white, pink- an evoc¬ 
ative combination, fresh 
and frank, to accompany 
the long, hot days of sum¬ 
mer in the city or by the 
sea. 

The precious pieces in this 
chic, yet vivacious collec¬ 
tion seem to have been 
created with Aruba’s all 
year sunny, happy weath¬ 
er in mind and will naturally 
also be available at the 
Louis Vuitton boutique at 
Renaissance Mall, Oran- 
jestad. The perfect acces¬ 
sories, including amazing 
shoes and sandals, even 


wedges, for a perfect day 
on the beach, shopping or 
relaxing dinner. 

Two celebrated shapes - 
the Noe and the Neverfull 
-dominate the collection's 
leather goods. The twist 
is that, just for the season, 
these two icons become 
one. The result is the ex¬ 


traordinary Noefull: pull its 
drawstring, and it looks like 
the bucket-shaped Noe; 


release it, and it morphs 
into the Neverfull, ready to 
hold your beach essentials 
or accompany you on a 
shopping spree. 

In Monogram denim or the 
season’s star Ikat flower- 
print canvas in blue, old 
rose or vivid pink, the styl¬ 
ish, versatile Noefull cap¬ 


tures the carefree, easy 
elegance of summer. 

Not to be outdone, the 
original Neverfull in Mono¬ 
gram canvas - which, in its 
largest size, has established 
a reputation as the chicest 
bag on the beach - is for 
the first time reinterpreted 
with colorful leather trim. 
Bright pink or blue replace 
the familiar natural cow¬ 
hide - a transformation 
completed by the match¬ 
ing Ikat floral lining and vin¬ 
tage-style decor vaunting 
Louis Vuitton’s articles de 
voyage. 

Extravagantly, exuberant¬ 







ly, the season’s Ikat flow¬ 
ers spill over from leather 
goods - they also cover 
Monogram Vernis - to ac¬ 
cessories. They blossom on 
airy silk scarves, cool cotton 
pareos, soft beach tow¬ 
els and even on the femi¬ 
nine pump, a highlight of 
the shoe collection, which 
also spotlights relaxed flat 
sandals or rope-heeled 
wedges trimmed with pink 
or blue Monogram Denim. 
Balancing the collection’s 
lavish print. Summer 2013 
ready-to-wear features 
simple yet essential shapes 
in immaculately plain silk, 
crepe or cotton in pink, 
white and blue. Dresses, 
in particular, reprise iconic 
Louis Vuitton styles - nota¬ 
bly the coiffeuse dress from 
Marc Jacobs’ Spring/Sum¬ 



mer 2003 alongside the 
kind of crisp shifts forever 
associated with Jackie 
O., whose legendary el¬ 
egance was an inspiration 
for this collection. □ 





















































